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WAR AND TALKS: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON TALIBAN
CEASEFIRE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The Taliban’s decision to cease fire for three days during Id-ul-Adha has come as a relief for
Afghans who have seen unabated violence despite a peace agreement between the insurgents
and the U.S. This is the third official respite since the war started in 2001. In June 2018 and May
this year, the Taliban had briefly ended hostilities to mark the end of the holy month of Ramzan.
On both occasions, it refused to extend the ceasefire, returning to war as soon as the
celebrations were over. This time, however, hopes are high that the truce could be extended as
Kabul and the insurgents are preparing to launch the intra-Afghan talks that were promised in
the U.S.-Taliban deal. According to the pact, talks were to begin in March. But both sides failed
to reach an agreement on prisoner exchange, which the U.S. had agreed with the Taliban. The
insurgents complained that the government was not complying with the terms of the agreement,
while officials of the Ashraf Ghani administration said the Taliban’s demands were unacceptable.
Finally, President Ghani decided to release 5,000 Taliban prisoners, which was followed by the
Taliban’s ceasefire announcement. Both sides have now agreed to kick-start talks after Id and
they could do it in a peaceful environment if the ceasefire is extended.

While the cessation of hostilities is welcome, there are underlying issues that continue to plague
the peace process. When the U.S. entered into talks with the insurgent group, it did not insist on
a ceasefire. So the Taliban continues to engage in war and talks simultaneously. Worse, the
Americans, badly looking for a way out of the conflict, kept the Afghan government out of the
peace process. After the U.S.-Taliban agreement was signed in February, according to which
the U.S. agreed to pull out its troops in return for security assurances from the Taliban, the onus
was on a weakened Afghan government to start talks even as the Taliban continued attacks.
According to the government, 3,560 government troops and 775 civilians have been killed in
conflict since the deal was signed. Also, infighting made matters worse for the government. Last
year’s presidential election saw a record low turnout. The results, announced months later, were
contested by the main Opposition candidate, Abdullah Abdullah, who formed a parallel
administration. He backed off, but only after being appointed the head of the High Council for
National Reconciliation that will lead talks with the Taliban. These factors allowed a resurgent
Taliban to maintain the upper hand — in war and in talks. This will be the government’s key
challenge when its representatives and that of the Taliban, which sees itself as the legitimate
ruler of Afghanistan and has not recognised the country’s Constitution, would be holding talks.
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INDIA’S CHABAHAR DILEMMA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Middle East

More from the author

India has been a key stakeholder in the development of Iran’s strategic port of Chabahar. A
landmark India-Afghanistan-Iran trilateral agreement on Establishment of International Transport
and Transit Corridor was signed during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Tehran in May
2016. Many important steps have since been taken to speed up the development of the port and
realise its full potential. However, growing United States (US)-Iran confrontation and imposition
of harsh economic sanctions by the US on Iran under its “maximum pressure” policy has
adversely affected New Delhi’s desire to convert its commitments into concrete actions on
ground. In the light of the emerging debate in Indian academic and media circles about India’s
Chabahar dilemma, it is important to analyse India’s advances as well as challenges in
implementing the port project.

Chabahar is considered to be of great strategic value to India.1 It not only provides access to
Afghanistan but is also a part of the International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC),
linking India to Eurasia. To improve regional connectivity with South-West and Central Asia, the
lease contract for two terminals and five berths at the Shahid Beheshti Port in Chabahar was
signed in 2016 between Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organisation (PMO) and Indian Ports Global
Limited (IPGL), according to which India got the right to take over the operations of the port for
18 months. Phase-I of the Shahid Beheshti Port was inaugurated in early December 2017 by
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani, opening a new strategic route that connected India, Iran and
Afghanistan bypassing Pakistan. In this context, a major achievement for India came in the form
of operationalisation of the Chabahar Port in December 2018.

Bilateral relations between the two countries gained new momentum when President Rouhani
visited India in February 2018. This was the first visit by an Iranian President to India in 10
years. It was soon followed by the visit of Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif to
New Delhi in May 2018. India sent its first consignment of wheat to Afghanistan in October 2017
through Chabahar. In early February 2019, Afghanistan started exporting goods to India using
the port. In November 2019, the Afghan Ambassador to Iran announced that Afghanistan was
planning to expand its economic ties by increasing exports and imports through the Chabahar
Port.2

It is said that Iran is planning to increase the capacity of the Chabahar Port from the current 2.5
million tonnes to 8.5 million tonnes. The Central Bank of Iran (CBI) has also given approval to
Afghanistan’s Ghazanfar Bank to open a branch at the port.3 Meanwhile, India has doubled its
allocated funding to reach nearly US$ 14 million for the development of the port in its national
budget bill for 2020.4 India’s commitment to accelerating the development of the port was
renewed during the visit of Indian Foreign Minister S. Jaishankar in December 2019. The volume
and transit of shipments through the port have increased significantly since 2018. The port has
handled 82 vessels, 12 lakh tonnes of bulk cargo and 8, 200 containers since December 2018.5

In addition to developing the Chabahar Port, India and Iran had also agreed to develop the 628-
km long Chabahar-Zahedan railway line which was to be executed by the Indian Railways
Construction (IRCON) Limited, with a financial commitment of around US$ 1.6 billion. India’s
commitment was based on the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between IRCON
and Construction, Development of Transport and Infrastructure Company (CDTIC) of Iran in May
2016.6

/taxonomy/term/49
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Despite India’s continued commitment towards the Chabahar Port project and the latter’s
exemption from the US sanctions, progress in realising the full potential of the port and related
commitments by New Delhi has been slow. This can be attributed to myriad factors: harsher
sanctions by the US since 2018; technical and bureaucratic issues on both Iranian and Indian
sides; apprehensions on part of the private sector to invest in Iran; and finally, the spread of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Two recent developments have brought the India-Iran relations under public scrutiny. In mid-
July, a report appeared in media stating that Iran has dropped India from the Chabahar-Zahedan
railway line project.7 A few days later, Iran denied the claim that India has been dropped from
the railway project, stating that “vested interests” were behind recent reports. On July 20, 2020,
the Indian Ambassador to Iran, Gaddam Dharmendra, was invited by the Iranian Deputy Minister
of Roads and Managing Director of the Iran Railways, Saeed Rasouli, to review the ongoing co-
operation on the Chabahar-Zahedan railway project.8 According to an Iranian official, it was
expected that, in addition to investment in Chabahar port, India could also play a more crucial
role in funding and constructing this strategic transit route from Chabahar to Zahedan, and from
Zahedan to Sarakhs at the border with Turkmenistan, which in the absence of active Indian
engagement and partnership is currently under construction by Iranian funding and engineering
capacities.”9

On July 7, 2020, Iran began the track-laying operations for the Chabahar-Zahedan railroad,
which is planned to be completed by March 2022. Its short-term economic goal is estimated to
be the transportation of 927,000 passengers and 2.8 million tonnes of cargo by March 2022.10 It
was further noted by the Iranian official that as far as the Chabahar Port is concerned, Iran has
always been committed to its common vision and partnership with India to develop it.11

Terming the media reports as “speculative”, the Indian Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
Spokesperson, Anurag Srivastava, in his weekly media briefing held on July 20, stated:

Insofar as the proposed [Chabahar-Zahedan] railway line is concerned, IRCON was appointed
by Government of India to assess the feasibility of the project. It was working with CDTIC, an
Iranian company under their Ministry of Railways in that regard. IRCON has completed the site
inspection and review of the feasibility report. Detailed discussions were thereafter held on other
relevant aspects of the project, which had to take into account the financial challenges that Iran
was facing. In December 2019, these issues were reviewed in detail at the 19th India-Iran Joint
Commission Meeting in Tehran. The Iranian side was to nominate an authorized entity to finalize
outstanding technical and financial issues. This is still awaited [emphasis added].12

The second significant development was the Iranian approval of the much-hyped draft strategic
partnership with China, whereby both countries propose to take their long-term partnership to a
new level through the US$ 400 billion agreement. It came at a time when Iran is struggling to
mitigate the impact of the US sanctions and also when the US-China tensions are running high.
On June 21, Iran’s cabinet of ministers approved the final draft of the 25-year strategic
partnership agreement with Beijing. According to President Rouhani, this agreement provides “a
ground for Iran and China’s participation in basic projects and development infrastructure,
including the large ‘Belt and Road’ initiative (BRI), and an opportunity to attract investment in
various economic fields, including industry, tourism, information technology and communication.”
He added that the agreement covers long-term cooperation in the field of energy as well as
renewable energy, and joint investment in developing free zones.13

China has been intensifying its political, military and economic ties with Iran and the Arab world.
There is a view that if China gets a foothold in the development of the Chabahar Port—
regarded by many in India as a counterbalance to the Gwadar Port in Pakistan, constructed and
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run by China as part of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)—it could shift the
balance of power in China’s favour in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). Additionally, the
emergence of an Iran-China-Pakistan-Russia grouping can be inimical to India’s interests.
Except for Russia, India has problematic relations with both Pakistan and China. The question
that arises, therefore, is: should India be worried about a China-Iran agreement? For now, New
Delhi need not read too much into this agreement. The projection of draft bilateral agreement
with China at this point of time could be viewed as Tehran’s signal to the US administration of its
growing proximity with one of America’s key adversaries.

It must be noted that the cooperation plan with China is yet to be finalised by the two countries
and that its content would be published after it is finalised. Once the text of the agreement is
approved by both countries, it would be presented to the Iranian Parliament for approval.14

Interestingly, the Chinese media and officials have been silent about this agreement. This
silence could be attributed to China’s strategy of making grand promises of investing billions of
dollars but remaining non-committal when it comes to the actual materialisation of the offer.
Furthermore, in the light of growing criticism from the international community related to the
COVID- 19 pandemic, for its aggressive role in the South China Sea and beyond, and its on-
going trade war with the US, Beijing’s priority right now is to improve its image and address
problematic relations with the US and the West rather than getting entangled in the Iran-US
confrontation.

Amidst all these developments, Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mousavi emphasised
Tehran’s multi-vector policy in a tweet on July 25, 2020 stating: “Iran has a longstanding policy
of maintaining balanced, friendly relations with all Eurasian and East/South Asian powers. Our
potential long-term cooperation agreements with China and Russia, and our continued joint work
with India in Chabahar prove this. We are determined to uphold this policy.”15 Such statements
are a clear indication of Iran’s desire to build ties with key Asian powers to mitigate the impact of
sanctions.

What then does future hold for India-Iran relations and the Chabahar Port project? While Iran
offers many opportunities in the area of energy, trade and connectivity, the present data on
economic and energy ties do not appear very promising. India stopped oil imports from Iran after
the US sanctions waivers expired in May 2019. Its imports dipped from $13 billion in 2018-19 to
nearly $1.35 billion between April 2019 and January 2020. Similarly, its exports fell from $3.5
billion in 2018-19 to $2.80 billion during the same period of the current fiscal year.16 Both
countries have been trying hard to enhance cooperation in trade and connectivity.

In a recent interview to the Tehran Times,Indian Ambassador to Iran Gaddam Dharmendra said
that every effort is being made to enhance trade ties between the two countries and that New
Delhi and Tehran are also looking at the option of barter trade. Cooperation in new areas is also
being discussed and explored. Similarly, many initiatives are being taken with regard to the
development of the Chabahar Port project.17

Geographical proximity, the need for regional connectivity and economic integration, and
common security challenges in Afghanistan and West and Central Asia demand close
cooperation between India and Iran. India would continue to build its relations with Iran, separate
from its bilateral ties with the US, the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, and with Israel
in the region.

For years, New Delhi has taken a cautious and balanced approach in dealing with Iran.
However, statements by the Iranian leadership on India’s internal matters such as revocation of
Article 370, the new citizenship law and communal tensions do not augur well for taking bilateral
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cooperation to a higher level.

The growing US-Iran confrontation, particularly the US sanctions on Iran, will continue to cast a
shadow on India-Iran cooperation on the Chabahar project and overall bilateral ties. However,
as major regional actors, New Delhi and Tehran will have to continue to explore ways to further
strengthen their partnership by taking pragmatic steps based on their respective national
interests.

Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Manohar
Parrikar IDSA or of the Government of India.
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BRICS ONE OF THE MOST VALUABLE AND WORKING
PARTNERSHIP: SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: BRICS, IBSA and India

The Environment Ministers of the five BRICS countries (Brazil, Russia, India, China & South
Africa) participated in the 6th BRICS Environment Ministers’ Meeting on 30 July 2020 via
videoconference under the presidency of Russia. 

Representing India, Union Environment Minister, Shri Prakash Javadekar, said that India
attaches great importance to the grouping. The Environment Minister said that the aspiration of
BRICS countries are similar and called for sharing of best practices among the BRICS nation
towards attainment of Sustainable Development Goals.

The Union Minister, stressed upon the need to implement the various initiatives under the
BRICS and for the speedy implementation of the BRICS MoU.  The Minister also offered that
India could provide the platform wherein all the best practices in environmental management in
BRICS countries could be showcased. 

Shri Javadekar also elaborated on the efforts made by India in areas relating to sustainable
urban management, tackling marine litter, air pollution and the cleaning of rivers. 

The Minister said that India believes that Equity, Common but differentiated responsibilities,
finance and technology partnerships are key pillars towards attainment of global goals of climate
change mitigation and adaptation and India is walking the talk on Paris Agreement and its
Climate commitments.

Highlighting the efforts made by India in controlling Air pollution Shri Javadekar said that in 2015
India launched the Air Quality index monitoring in 10 cities, today it has been extended to 122
cities. He also informed that India in 2019 launched the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP),
the goal of which is to reduce particulate pollution by 20-30 percent relative to 2017 levels by
2024.

During the meeting the need for all the BRICS nations to work as a group for the post 2020
Biodiversity framework was also emphasised. The meeting was preceded by the BRICS
Working Group meeting. 

India will assume the BRICS Presidency in 2021.  Shri Javadekar extended invitation to the
BRICS nations to participate in the BRICS environment meetings. The meeting adopted BRICS
Environment Ministers’ Statement .It was welcomed by all countries, as an action oriented and
progressive statement which shows BRICS countries eagerness to both work mutually and
fruitfully.

For the Joint Statement Click here.

 

***

GK

http://pibcms.nic.in/WriteReadData/userfiles/Final Statement BRICS.pdf
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FEAR OF RIVERS DRIVES CHINA TO TAME EVEN
MEKONG RIVER

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

BANGKOK : As China perceives rivers as dangerous and wild natural systems that need to be
tamed to be productive for mankind, the Beijing government constructed a dam on the Mekong
river, thus, impacting the food and economic security of Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam and Thailand.

According to an article published in the Bangkok Post, "Across the long sweep of China's
history, rivers are perceived as dangerous and wild natural systems that need to be suppressed
or tamed in order to be productive for mankind. This is a dangerous discourse for a river system
in which natural flow cycle underpins the food and economic security of Cambodia, Laos,
Vietnam and Thailand."

The construction was done despite the Mekong basin not having any historical records of severe
flooding which killed thousands of people.

Citing recent research by prominent Chinese academic and research institutions, including
Tsinghua University, the article said that the study claimed that during the wet season, China's
upstream dam restrictions have a positive impact on the Mekong.

The Tsinghua study was in response to the Eyes on Earth (EoE) study published in April, which
was supported by the Sustainable Infrastructure Partnership, implemented by Pact as part of the
US Department of State's Lower Mekong Initiative.

According to the EoE study, China's upstream dam regulation had severely altered the natural
flow of the Mekong river. "Under natural flow conditions, a Mekong flood pulse would have been
observed at Chiang Saen; however, restrictions from upstream dams neutered that pulse. The
study concluded that China's operations of 11 upstream dams exacerbated drought conditions in
the lower basin by restricting the natural flow from China during the wet season. Our follow-up
investigation has determined that the two largest dams in China, Xiaowan and Nuozhadu,
restricted around 20 billion cubic metres of water between July and November of 2019. Satellite
images show those dams are today poised for a repeat performance of last year's restrictions,"
the Bangkok Post quoted the EoE study.

The Tsinghua study's concluded that "the regulation of reservoirs in the Mekong Basin could
play an active role in dealing with droughts."

Contrasting the Tsinghua study, Bangkok Post reported that "the productivity of the Mekong
Delta, one of the world's major production zones of rice and agricultural products, depends on
Mekong floods. Extreme flooding does occur as it did in August of 2019 in northeast Thailand
and southern Laos but by and large communities in the Mekong are adapted to benefit from
these floods. A 2017 study by the Mekong River Commission estimated that wet season flooding
provides $8 billion to $10 billion in annual economic benefits while causing less than $70 million
in damages. Benefits of natural flow outweigh costs by more than 100 times!"

Click here to read the Mint ePaperLivemint.com is now on Telegram. Join Livemint channel in
your Telegram and stay updated

https://epaper.livemint.com/Home/ArticleView?utm_source=livemintstory&utm_medium=lmstorybottom&utm_campaign=lmstoryref
https://t.me/livemint
https://t.me/livemint


Page 12

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.

Your session has expired, please login again.

You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 13

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-02

NEP DROPS ‘CHINESE’ FROM LANGUAGE LIST
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

The National Education Policy (NEP) has dropped Mandarin (Chinese) from its list of foreign
languages that can be taught in schools. The language was included in the draft policy released
in May 2019, but is missing from the final document approved by the Cabinet this week.

Senior officials told The Hindu that over the past year, consultations had been held between the
Ministries of Human Resource Development and External Affairs, due to security concerns over
teaching Mandarin to Indian students.

“A choice of foreign language(s) (e.g. French, German, Spanish, Chinese, Japanese) would be
offered and available to interested students to choose as elective(s) during secondary school,”
said the draft Policy document. Mandarin is the language most commonly spoken in China.

Over the course of a year of rising India-China tensions, that sentence was changed. “In addition
to high quality offerings in Indian languages and English, foreign languages, such as Korean,
Japanese, Thai, French, German, Spanish, Portuguese, and Russian, will also be offered at the
secondary level…,” says the final version.

Higher Education Secretary Amit Khare played down the change, pointing out that it is only a set
of examples, not an exhaustive list of allowed languages. Schools are free to offer other
languages, he said.

Mandarin is not on the list of foreign languages offered at the Class X or Class XII level by the
Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), which currently includes Tibetan, Thai, and
Japanese, along with European languages such as Russian, Spanish, French and German.
Other languages may be offered by schools as a third language option in Classes VI to VIII.

The MEA did not respond to a query on whether it had initiated any move to drop Mandarin from
the CBSE curriculum. However, an official aware of the conversations on the subject told The
Hindu that the MHRD has had discussions with the MEA and the Indian Council for Cultural
Relations over the past year and sought inputs on which languages were most important to
retain in the curriculum. According to another official, there have been security concerns
involving Mandarin language instruction in Indian institutions.

Exchange programme

The plan for teaching Mandarin in Indian schools and Hindi language instruction in Chinese
schools was part of an Education Exchange Programme signed by both countries in 2006, which
was renewed by Prime Minister Modi during his visit to China in 2015. The plan included a
Memorandum of Understanding signed in 2012 by the then Indian Ambassador to Beijing
(current External Affairs Minister) S. Jaishankar with Hanban, the official Chinese organisation
that oversees Mandarin studies abroad. In 2014, the CBSE then introduced Mandarin in some
schools, but the plan floundered due to unavailability of Chinese language teachers.

“Since 2017, the government has systematically curbed annual scholarship programmes with
China as well,” said Jawaharlal Nehru University Professor Hemant Adlakha. “All countries
which consider relations with China crucial and/or important have learning of Mandarin at all
levels,” he added, citing examples of the U.S., Australia, Japan and South Korea that offer
Chinese at school level.
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All countries which consider relations with China crucial and/or important have learning
of Mandarin at all levels.

Hemant Adlakha,

Jawaharlal Nehru University professor
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-02

ARAB WORLD’S FIRST NUCLEAR PLANT ACHIEVES
CRITICALITY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Middle East

The oil-rich United Arab Emirates on Saturday announced the start-up of its Barakah nuclear
power plant, scoring another first for the Arab world.

The announcement, coinciding with the Muslim holiday of Id al-Adha, comes hot on the heels of
the UAE’s launch of the Arab world’s first probe to Mars.

“UAE first nuclear reactor at the Barakah Nuclear Energy Plant has achieved first criticality and
successfully started up,” tweeted Hamad Alkaabi, the country’s representative to the
International Atomic Energy Agency.

“This is a historic milestone for the nation with a vision set to deliver a new form of clean energy
for the nation,” he tweeted in English, along with a photograph of technicians raising their arms
in celebration.

The UAE Premier and ruler of Dubai, Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, tweeted that
work at Barakah had “succeeded in loading nuclear fuel packages, carrying out comprehensive
tests and successfully completing the operation”.

‘Historic achievement’

“Congratulations on realising this historic achievement in the energy sector & marking this
milestone in the roadmap for sustainable development,” Sheikh Mohammed said.

The UAE started loading fuel rods into the reactor at Barakah in February, after regulators gave
the green light for the first of the plant’s four reactors, opening the way for commercial
operations.

Barakah, which means “blessing” in Arabic, is a regional first. Barakah was built by a consortium
led by the Korea Electric Power Corporation at a cost of some $24.4 billion.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-08-03

THE US IS BELATEDLY FACING UP TO THE UGLY
TRUTH ABOUT SHIFTY CHINA

Relevant for: Indian Polity | Topic: State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers &
privileges and issues arising out of these

Secretary of state Pompeo admits that America’s had a misguided China strategy for half a
century

On 23 July, US secretary of state Mike Pompeo delivered a speech that is the clearest
admission ever by a top US official that his country’s leadership had followed a wrong China
strategy for half a century. And to say this, Pompeo chose the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
and Museum as a venue. President Nixon began the current US-China relationship in 1971,
after 22 years of hostility.

Pompeo said that US policymakers had presumed for decades “that as China became more
prosperous, it would open up, it would become freer at home, and indeed present less of a
threat abroad". They had been totally mistaken. “And if we don’t act now," said Pompeo,
“ultimately the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) will…subvert the rules-based order that our
societies have worked so hard to build. If we bend the knee now, our children’s children may be
at the mercy of the CCP, whose actions are the primary challenge today in the free world."

Secretary of state Henry Kissinger visited China in 1971, and soon after, the US began providing
financial and military assistance. In the late 1970s, Deng Xiaoping realized that to prosper,
China needed to obtain knowledge and skills from the US, the key being technology. In 1979,
Deng and President Jimmy Carter signed agreements that led to the US providing China, as
analyst Michael Pillsbury put it, “the greatest outpouring of American scientific and technological
expertise in history". The next year, the US granted China most-favoured-nation status as a
trading partner. Wrote Pillsbury in 2015: “There is no available accounting of all the activities
funded by the US government to aid China. Not only is America funding its chief opponent, it
doesn’t even keep track of how much is being spent to do it."

In the 1980s, the Ronald Reagan administration funded and trained new Chinese state-run
institutes specializing in high-tech areas, from genetic engineering to intelligent robotics. US
companies began investing in China, agreeing (or being coerced) to transfer often-proprietary
technology to Chinese firms. Wall Street bankers grew mega-rich while raising billions of dollars
for Chinese companies, many of them dubious, with very few following transparent accounting
norms.

Americans paid no attention to the fact that Chinese textbooks continued to portray the US as a
hegemon that, for more than 150 years, had tried to stifle China’s rise. Or that the Chinese
National Museum in Beijing, where the CCP tells its version of Chinese history, consistently
shows America as an evil power. The list of anti-China US presidents showcased range from
Abraham Lincoln (who surely didn’t have much time to think about China) to—incredibly—Nixon.
The US ignored Document 9, a 2013 CCP position paper that stated that the belief that
“freedom, democracy and human rights are universal" is an attack on the foundations of the
CCP, and “promoting Western constitutional democracy" is an “attempt to undermine… the
socialism-with-Chinese-characteristics system of governance".

Soon after the terror attacks of 9 September 2001, The Telegraph of London reported that “the
Chinese state-run propaganda machine is… producing books, films and video games glorifying



Page 18

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

the strikes as a humbling blow against an arrogant nation". The State-owned Beijing Television
produced a documentary, Attack America, in which, over the video of the jets crashing into the
World Trade Centre, the narrator says: “This is the America the whole world has wanted to see.
Blood debts have been repaid with blood." Yet, a mere three months after 9/11, China achieved
its dream of admission to the World Trade Organization (WTO), principally due to strong US
support. Since then, it has repeatedly flouted WTO rules.

The People’s Liberation Army’s (PLA’s) cyber warfare division, Unit 6139, has been found to be
hacking into vital US computer systems for years, from its department of defence to Google and
AT&T, and stealing data and technology. The J-20, the PLA’s answer to the American stealth
fighter jet F-35, may have been developed with F-35 designs stolen from the US. But when
Chinese President Xi Jinping visited the US in 2015, Barack Obama agreed to Chinese
demands not to raise the issues of intellectual property theft and the PLA’s cyber attacks.

Last month, Christopher Wray, director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, described
Chinese stealing of scientific research from US industry and academia as “theft on a scale so
massive that it represents one of the largest transfers of wealth in human history". In one case,
Chinese scientist Hongjin Tan alone was found to have stolen over $1 billion worth of trade
secrets from his employer, a petroleum company, before getting caught.

But none of this is a great revelation to any China watcher. These facts have been known for
years, if not decades. The only mystery is why the US government took so long to wake up. As
Pompeo put it, “Perhaps we were naive about China’s virulent strain of communism, or
triumphalist after our victory in the Cold War, or cravenly capitalist, or hoodwinked by Beijing’s
talk of a ‘peaceful rise’." Whatever the reason, it is good news for the world that America is
finally facing the truth about Beijing.

Sandipan Deb is a former editor of ‘Financial Express’, and founder-editor of ‘Open’ and
‘Swarajya’ magazines
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-04

CHINA SUSPENDS TREATY WITH NEW ZEALAND
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

China suspended Hong Kong’s extradition treaty with New Zealand on Monday amid a row with
Western nations protesting against a tough new security law that Beijing imposed on the city.

New Zealand is the latest to join a string of Western powers — including Canada, Britain,
Australia and Germany — that have suspended extradition treaties with Hong Kong since the
controversial law was introduced in late June.

China has already hit back by suspending Hong Kong’s extradition treaties with Canada, Britain
and Australia. “New Zealand’s practices... grossly interfere in China’s internal affairs,” Foreign
Ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin said, announcing Beijing’s decision to suspend any judicial
cooperation with Wellington. New Zealand has also tightened restrictions on military and dual-
use exports to Hong Kong.

Its latest travel advice to Kiwi citizens in the territory said the security law had led to an
increased risk of arrest for activities such as protests, with the possibility of being removed to
mainland China to face a maximum penalty of life imprisonment.

The United States has decided to rescind Hong Kong’s special trading privileges after the new
law was enacted.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-08-04

INDIA STRENGTHENS TROOP PRESENCE IN
NORTHERN LADAKH, HEAVY TANKS DEPLOYED

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

In response to China's deployment of over 17,000 troops, armoured vehicles opposite Daulat
Beg Oldi and Depsang plains in Ladakh, India has made heavy deployment of troops, tank
regiments in the area to counter any misadventure by the PLA

NEW DELHI : In response to China's deployment of more than 17,000 troops and armoured
vehicles opposite Daulat Beg Oldi (DBO) and Depsang plains in Ladakh, India has made heavy
deployment of troops and tank regiments in the area to counter any misadventure by the
People's Liberation Army (PLA) there.

"We have done a very heavy deployment of troops and tanks in the DBO and Depsang plains
area including the T-90 regiments which are part of an armoured division," government sources
told ANI.

The deployments have been made from the Patrolling Point 1 near the Karakoram Pass (PP-3)
to the Depsang plains where the Chinese have amassed more than 17,000 troops since April-
May time frame and have been blocking Indian patrols from PP-10 to PP-13, sources said.

The armoured deployment is such that the Chinese would find it difficult to operate there, in
case, they try out any misadventure, they said.

Before the Chinese started build-up opposite the DBO and Depsang, the entire area was looked
after by a mountain brigade and an armoured brigade but today more than 15,000 troops and
several tank regiments have been moved there both by road and by air to tackle the threat from
China, sources said.

One of the major intentions of the Chinese in this area has been to build a road from its TWD
battalion headquarters opposite the DBO sector to the Karakoram pass area and connect the
battalion there.

The connectivity plan, which has been foiled in the past, will allow the two Chinese units to reach
other in a matter of a couple of hours against the 15-hour drive through the Highway G219 in
their territory, sources said.

A small bridge was put up by the Chinese inside Indian territory on a nala (drain) near PP-7 and
PP-8 but it was broken by Indian soldiers a few years ago, sources said.

At present, India and China are engaged in a dialogue focusing on disengagement from Finger
area and other friction points but Chinese build up along the LAC in Depsang plains and DBO
area has not yet been taken up in the military talks.

At present, we are in a position of strength in the Depsang Plains and DBO area now and we
are not in a hurry to discuss that with the Chinese. Let the disengagement first take place and
then we can talk about de-escalation there also, sources said.

On Sunday, India and China held Corps Commander-level talks at Moldo on the Chinese side of
LAC to discuss disengagement.
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The Chinese had earlier agreed for complete disengagement at Galwan valley, PP-15, Hot
Springs and Gogra along with Finger area near Pangong Tso lake.

However, China stopped honouring their commitment after initial disengagement in Finger area
and is now wanting to build an observation post at Finger 5. This has been rejected by India
which has clearly stated that it will have to disengage completely and restore the status quoted
existing in April/May 2020.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-08-05

CENTRE WEIGHS STEPS TO PILE MORE PRESSURE
ON BEIJING

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

India is considering more punitive steps with larger strategic implications to mount pressure on
China to vacate territory it has intruded into, even as New Delhi negotiates with Beijing over
troop disengagement and de-escalation in Ladakh.

So far, India has implemented a raft of measures such as banning 59 Chinese apps, including
the popular TikTok video sharing service, putting embargos on imports of Chinese colour
televisions and restricting Chinese investments in areas such as roads and telecom.

In addition, the Chinese language has been removed from the curriculum of Indian schools, and
the government is set to review the status of Confucius Institutes, which aim to popularize the
language in India. The new measures that could be implemented include “some economic, and
some others", said a person familiar with the matter who did not want to be named. A second
person familiar with the matter said that one of the steps could be the inclusion of Australia in
the Malabar exercises —naval manoeuvres conducted between India and the US from 1992,
which Japan joined in 2015.

Australia’s inclusion will be seen by China as “militarizing" the “Quad", as the group of four
countries is loosely known.

Various options were discussed at a meeting of the Indian government’s China Study Group,
headed by National Security Adviser Ajit Doval, and which includes senior officials and military
officers. The outcome of the talks were not known.

With China refusing to move out of Indian territory it intruded into in May, New Delhi is expected
to unveil measures aimed at increasing the pressure on Beijing.

“The Chinese seem unwilling to restore status quo ante. There has been some disengagement
in the Galwan Valley and Hot Springs area. Pangong Tso continues to remain a problem," the
second person cited above said.

So far, the two sides have set up a buffer zone separating the troops at Galwan Valley and Hot
Springs, but disengagement agreed to at Gogra, a third point, has not happened. There is also
no change in the positions occupied by Chinese troops at Finger 4, one of eight mountain spurs
jutting into Pangong Tso. Chinese troops continue to retain their positions at the heights, while
some of the soldiers deployed at the foot of the mountain have moved back to Finger 5. India
holds up to Finger 4 and used to patrol up to Finger 8, given that New Delhi perceives the Line
of Actual Control border to be at Finger 8. China held up to Finger 8 till April, but has advanced
to Finger 4 and is refusing to budge.

Srikanth Kondapalli, a professor of Chinese Studies at the New Delhi-based Jawaharlal Nehru
University, recalled that in the aftermath of the 15 June Galwan Valley clash in which 20 Indian
army personnel were killed, foreign minister S. Jaishankar had warned of serious consequences
to the bilateral relationship. Any further steps India would take would flow from this statement, he
said.

Last week, Chinese ambassador to India, Sun Weidong, had stressed that China was not a
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strategic threat to India though the ambassador had also said that China was not inside Indian
territory and blamed Indian troops for the Galwan incident. “This shows that China wants to
insulate the larger economic and people-to-people relationship from the border issues while they
change the status quo on the ground," said the second person cited above.

The person said India has made it clear that peace on the border is the basis for bilateral ties
remaining on track. “This is something we are clear about," the person added.
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INDIA CALLS PAK MOVE TO INCLUDE J&K IN NEW
MAP AS ‘POLITICALLY ABSURD’

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

By unveiling the new map, Pakistan seems to be taking a leaf out of Nepal’s playbook

NEW DELHI : First it was Nepal. Now it seems Pakistan has followed in Kathmandu’s footsteps
and committed cartographic aggression by showing sections of India as within its boundaries in
a new map that was made public on Tuesday, according to news reports.

India slammed it as an “exercise in political absurdity" without “legal validity nor international
credibility."

The new “political" map of Pakistan, unveiled by Prime Minister Imran Khan, shows all of India’s
Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir—besides the Junagadh region of Gujarat —as falling
within its borders.

Traditionally Pakistani maps have included parts of Jammu and Kashmir like Gilgit and Baltistan
as lying within Pakistani borders.

“This is the most historic day in Pakistan’s history," Khan was quoted as saying at a press
conference where the made the map public. The map, backed by all political parties, aims to
oppose “the Indian government’s illegal act of 5 August last year," Khan said in reference to
India’s Parliament revoking Article 370 of its Constitution that bestowed special status on
Kashmir.

Pakistan, caught off guard, was incensed by the move as it integrated the region more closely
with India and took it off the dialogue table with Islamabad.

New Delhi said the administrative change was aimed at ensuring development reached the
people of the region who had suffered from decades of terrorism perpetrated by Pakistan.

On Tuesday, India’s response was sharp.

“This is an exercise in political absurdity, laying untenable claims to territories in the Indian State
of Gujarat and our Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir and of Ladakh," the foreign ministry
said.

“These ridiculous assertions have neither legal validity nor international credibility. In fact, this
new effort only confirms reality of Pakistan’s obsession with territorial aggrandisement supported
by cross-border terrorism."

In its actions, Islamabad seemed to be taking a leaf out of Nepal’s book.

In May, Nepal unveiled a new map which included the areas of Limpiyadhura, Lipulekh and
Kalapani as lying within its borders. While India and Nepal had been showing the areas of
Lipulekh and Kalapani as parts of their respective territories, Kathmandu in May added a third
area—Limpiyadhura—to its territory.

India criticized the moved as “unilateral" and as “not based on historical facts and evidence."
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Clearly stating that “such artificial enlargement of territorial claims will not be accepted by India,"
the foreign ministry urged Nepal to “refrain from such unjustified cartographic assertion and
respect India’s sovereignty and territorial integrity." Undeterred, Nepal went ahead and got the
map passed by its parliament in June.

Pakistan’s move also comes against the backdrop of a border standoff between India and
China,with tensions running high since May when New Delhi detected multiple intrusions into
Indian territory by the Chinese army.

Talks at the level of diplomats and senior military commanders have not been able to break the
impasse so far.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-06

INDIA’S MOVE ON ARTICLE 370 IS ‘ILLEGAL AND
INVALID’, SAYS CHINA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

India on Wednesday told China “not to comment on the internal affairs” of other countries, in
response to Beijing describing the dilution of Article 370, on the one-year anniversary of the
move, as being “illegal and invalid”.

China had “no locus standi ” on the matter, the Ministry of External Affairs said.

In a statement in Beijing, in response to a question from the Pakistani media, the Chinese
Foreign Ministry repeated its opposition to “any unilateral change to the status quo” in Jammu
and Kashmir, echoing its statements on the issue last year.

“China follows closely the situation in the Kashmir region,” Foreign Ministry spokesperson Wang
Wenbin said on Wednesday. “Our position is consistent and clear. This issue is a dispute left
over from history between Pakistan and India. That is an objective fact established by the UN
Charter, UN Security Council resolutions and bilateral agreements between Pakistan and India.
Any unilateral change to the status quo is illegal and invalid.”

MEA spokesperson Anurag Srivastava said India had “noted the comments of the Chinese MFA
spokesperson on the Indian Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir”.

“The Chinese side has no locus standi whatsoever on this matter and is advised not to comment
on the internal affairs of other nations,” he said.

Last year, Beijing had particularly voiced its opposition to the creation of a Union Territory in
Ladakh, which included within its boundaries the Aksai Chin region, now occupied by China,
although India had pointed out to China that the change had not altered India’s external
boundaries or its territorial claims in any way. Wednesday’s statement from Beijing did not
mention Ladakh.

Mr. Wang said the Kashmir issue “should be properly resolved peacefully through dialogue and
consultation between the parties concerned”.

“Pakistan and India are neighbours that cannot be moved away,” he said. “Peaceful coexistence
serves the fundamental interests of both and the common aspiration of the international
community. China hopes that they can properly handle the differences through dialogue,
improve relations, and jointly safeguard peace, stability and development of both countries and
the wider region.”

The Foreign Ministry did not, however, respond to a question on a new map issued by Pakistan
on Tuesday and refrained from criticising the move. “I have already stated China’s position on
the Kashmir issue,” Mr. Wang said, adding he would not repeat the statement.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-08-06

INDIA CANCELS CHINESE SMART METERS
CONTRACT, SNAP BIDS TO BE CALLED SHORTLY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

NEW DELHI: The Centre has cancelled the 2-million smart meter tender awarded to Indonesia-
based PT Hexing, over concerns about its Chinese ownership and manufacturing plans in India,
according to a top executive at state-run Energy Efficiency Services Ltd (EESL), which has been
designated to implement the country's smart metering programme - the world’s largest.

PT Hexing is said to be owned by Hexing Electrical Co, with headquarters in Hangzhou, China.

EESL which had put the order on hold, plans to call snap bids shortly for awarding the cancelled
contract for around 3 million smart meters now.

The National Democratic Alliance government plans to convert all electricity meters into smart
prepaid meters by 2022.

"We have cancelled the bid because they did not meet tender conditions of manufacturing the
meters in India, which is part for the bid conditions. Therefore EESL has cancelled the contract.
We are shortly coming up with a snap bid for 3 million meters," said Saurabh Kumar, managing
director of EESL, a joint venture set up by NTPC Ltd, Rural Electrification Corp. Ltd, Power
Finance Corp. Ltd (PFC) and Power Grid Corp. of India Ltd.

PT Hexing couldn’t be contacted.

The move comes in the backdrop of India restricting companies from countries with which it
shares a land border from participating in bids for government procurement without approval
from competent authorities.

Earlier, Uttar Pradesh Power Corporation Limited had also scrapped a consignment of Chinese
smart meters being procured by EESL.

A smart meter architecture requires a two-way communication network, control centre
equipment and software applications that enable near real-time gathering and transfer of energy
usage information. The Union government is cautious about such imported equipment running
the risk of being infected by a malware.

As part of its economic squeeze on China, India last week imposed restrictions on import of
colour television sets after barring Chinese apps and cancelling railway and road tenders
secured by Chinese firms.

Chinese smartphone handset maker Vivo has reportedly pulled out as the title sponsor for this
year's Indian Premier League. Chinese language has also been removed from the curriculum of
Indian schools and the government is set to review the status of Confucious Institutes aimed at
popularising Chinese in India.

The letter of award (LoA) for smart meter contract was given to PT Hexing, before the
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) came up with order, restricting
companies from countries with a shared land border with India from participating.
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Of the total order for which PT Hexing was the lowest bidder, around 10,000 meters have been
supplied from its Indonesia facility. Of around 1.6 million smart meters supplied by EESL to Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana and Delhi, 1.4 million have been supplied by Genus Power Infrastructures
Ltd’s Rajasthan facility. The remaining meters have been supplied by ITI and Larsen & Toubro.

EESL’s smart meter programme plans to replace 250 million conventional meters that will help
increase the debt laden discoms’ annual revenues to Rs1.38 trillion. Also, India’s proposed 3.5
trillion distribution reform scheme to arrest electricity losses at below 12% starts with smart
meters.

In a related development, as part of its strategy of compulsory purchase preference to local
suppliers, India has also set up a standing committee headed by the secretary, DPIIT, to ensure
enforcement of the strategy.

In a wider decoupling exercise, firms defined as Class-I local suppliers, having local content of
‘equal to or more than 50%’, will be the only ones eligible to bid for contracts that have a
sufficient domestic capacity. For international tenders, if the lowest bidder (L1) is a Class-I local
supplier, the full contract quantity will be awarded to it. In case the L1 bid is not a Class-I local
supplier, only half of the order quantity shall be placed with the bidder. Then, if the lowest bidder
among the Class-I local supplier matches the L1 price or falls within its range, the remaining
50% of the contract will be awarded to the domestic firm.

This public procurement order is intended to give preference to local suppliers and promoting
manufacturing and production of goods and services in India with a view to enhancing income
and employment.

India wants to become an integral part of global supply chains as firms look to move production
lines out of China following the coronavirus pandemic that originated in Wuhan. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced his vision for a self reliant India on 12 May with finance inister
Nirmala Sitharaman outlining a number of steps to help domestic industry recover from the
lockdown as well as attract foreign investors.
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PAKISTAN’S CARTOGRAPHIC ABSURDITY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan
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The Imran Khan government has issued a map that shows the entirety of Jammu and Kashmir
and the former Gujarati princely state of Junagadh as Pakistani territory. Such maps were
common in the 1950s. Over time, Junagadh was largely dropped, but Survey of Pakistan maps
have shown the border running south of Jammu.

The map has kept the self-determination flag flying by printing across Kashmir that its future will
be “decided” under the relevant United Nations resolutions. Curiously, the border between this
fictional Greater Pakistan and China is a “frontier undefined” — something not reflected in
Beijing’s maps.

Ancient maps have some use in territorial disputes, overnight ones produced by a weak
government have none. Mr Khan issued the map one year after the amendment of Article 370.
One of the policy shifts explicit in India’s decision was that the future of this part of Kashmir
would no longer be negotiated with Islamabad. Pakistan has spent the past year trying to argue
it is essential to the issue. Initially, it turned to the international community to get some support.
When that failed, it resumed shelling across the Line of Control and supporting terrorism. That
Mr Khan’s government has now been reduced to printing pieces of coloured paper should be
seen as further evidence that Pakistan has been reduced to a cipher as far as Kashmir is
concerned. Nepal, Pakistan and others have recently turned to cartography to provoke the
Indian government. But drawn ink lines are not even credible statements. They show
shallowness of thought and, most crucially, weakness at home.
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INDIA REJECTS CHINA’S UNSC MOVE ON KASHMIR
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

China’s attempt met with little support from theUNSC members.  

A day after China prompted the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) to discuss the Kashmir
issue in a closed-door meeting, India “firmly” rejected the Chinese initiative and reiterated that
Kashmir is a domestic issue. Veteran diplomats demanded that South Block launch a campaign
to remove Kashmir from the agenda of the council.

“As on previous occasions, this attempt too met with little support from the international
community. We firmly reject China’s interference in our internal affairs and urge it to draw proper
conclusions from such infructuous attempts,” the External Affairs Ministry said in a press
statement.

The Chinese move came on the first anniversary of the dilution of Article 370, which led to the
creation of the Union Territories of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh and ended the special status
for the region. China initiated a similar move on August 16 last year when it revived “The India-
Pakistan Question” at the UNSC. The issue had not been taken up at the council since it last
figured in the world body before the India-Pakistan war of 1971. The meeting had failed to
generate a common statement or a consensus on the matter.

China attempted a similar move in January this year as well, but it did not attract sufficient
support from the UNSC members. The frequency of such attempts by China has prompted
diplomats to highlight the unequal nature of the UN organ, where the agenda is set by the
permanent members (P5) of the UNSC.

‘Pakistani bid’

Following Wednesday’s development at the UNSC, India’s Permanent Representative at the
U.N., T.S. Tirumurti, described the move as an “attempt by Pakistan” that failed.

“In today’s meeting of U.N. Security Council, which was closed, informal, not recorded and
without any outcome, almost all countries underlined that Jammu and Kashmir was bilateral
issue and did not deserve the time and attention of the council,” he said.
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CARTOGRAPHIC CHALLENGE: THE HINDU EDITORIAL
ON PAKISTAN’S NEW MAP

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

The Ministry of External Affairs has termed Pakistan’s announcement of a new political map,
which asserts its claims on Jammu and Kashmir, Siachen and Sir Creek, and lays a new claim
to Junagadh, as an exercise in “political absurdity”, and accused Pakistan of attempting a form
of “territorial aggrandisement supported by cross-border terrorism”. Pakistan’s decision to issue
the map, a tit-for-tat manoeuvre in return for India’s decision to reorganise Jammu and Kashmir
a year ago, appears to reset several agreements with India that have been concretised over the
past 70 years. The map the Imran Khan government unveiled lays claim to all of Jammu and
Kashmir, thus far shown as disputed territory, draws a line demarcating Gilgit-Baltistan
separately from the part of Kashmir under its control (Pakistan occupied Kashmir), and renames
Jammu and Kashmir as “Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir”. The new map leaves
the claim line with Ladakh unclear. While each of these acts is outrageous for New Delhi, it
should also be questioned in Islamabad. Pakistan’s claim to all of Jammu and Kashmir, but not
Ladakh, goes against its own commitment to adjudicate the future of all six parts of the erstwhile
royal state of Jammu-Kashmir (Jammu, Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit-Baltistan, PoK and Aksai Chin)
with India. The claims to Siachen and Sir Creek, that have been the subject of several
discussions between India and Pakistan, are also a regressive step. While both sides had
reached an impasse on Siachen, the Sir Creek agreement had made considerable progress,
and was reportedly even resolved, pending a political announcement in 2007. Either way, both
were without doubt disputed areas, and Pakistan’s unilateral claim over them is not helpful or
conducive to future resolution. Finally, the move on Junagadh, a former princely state whose
accession to India was accepted by Pakistan, opens up a whole new dispute. While Junagadh
was in contention at the time of Partition, the issue was successfully resolved after a referendum
was conducted there in February 1948, in which an overwhelming 95% of the state’s residents
voted to stay with India.

As New Delhi considers its next moves on this provocation, it should be prepared for Pakistan
taking all the issues it has raised with its new map to the international stage. Pakistan’s actions,
while on completely bilateral matters, come in conjunction with map-related issues India faces
today on two other fronts: with China at the Line of Actual Control on Ladakh, and with Nepal at
Kalapani and Limpiyadhura (which Nepal’s government has also issued a new map about). It is
surely no coincidence that all three countries objected to the map New Delhi had issued in
November 2019, albeit for different reasons, and New Delhi must be well-prepared to deal with
the three-pronged cartographic challenge it will face in the coming months.

You have reached your limit for free articles this month.

To get full access, please subscribe.

Already have an account ? Sign in

Start your 14 days trial now. Sign Up

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pakistans-new-map-an-expression-of-political-absurdity/article32271675.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/jk-loses-its-special-status-divided-into-two-uts/article28827159.ece
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=meterpaywall&utm_medium=32289396&utm_campaign=editorial&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/recur_subscription?utm_source=meterpaywall&utm_medium=32289396&utm_campaign=editorial


Page 35

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper ,crossword, iPhone, iPad
mobile applications and print. Our plans enhance your reading experience.

Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

Subscribe to The Hindu now and get unlimited access.

Already have an account? Sign In

Start your 14 days trial now Sign Up

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=curtainraiser&utm_medium=32289396&utm_campaign=editorial#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/recur_subscription?utm_source=curtainraiser&utm_medium=article&utm_campaign=recurring
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker


Page 36

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 37

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-10

A NEW DIRECTION FOR INDIA-U.S. TIES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

The United States under the leadership of President Franklin D. Roosevelt during the early
1940s once pressed Britain’s Prime Minister Winston Churchill to free India and co-opt India as
a formal ally in World War II.

But Britain firmly and obstinately refused to agree despite the writing on the wall — that Indians
had stood up and would achieve freedom sooner rather than later.

India stabilised after a bloody Partition in 1947, declared its commitment to democracy,
fundamental rights, free press and non-violence in a written Constitution which came into force
on January 26, 1950.

India thus appeared to the U.S. as worthy of replacing China in the most important body of the
United Nations, namely the Security Council, as a Permanent Member with a Veto in view of the
Communist overthrow of the Chiang Kai-shek-led government.

According to a recent study by Dr. Anton Harder, Not at the Cost of China: New Evidence
Regarding US Proposals to Nehru for Joining the United Nations Security Council  Working
Paper #76, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. Washington, DC, USA, March
2015, the author states that the U.S.’s offer for India to join the UN Security Council was
conveyed by India’s Ambassador to the U.S. then, viz., Ms. Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit, Jawaharlal
Nehru’s sister.

In late August 1950, Mrs. Pandit wrote to her brother from Washington DC that: “One matter... in
the State Department should be known to you. This is the unseating of China as a Permanent
Member in the Security Council and of India being put in her place.”

“Nehru’s response to his sister within the week was unequivocal: ‘In your letter you mention that
the State Department is trying to unseat China as a Permanent Member of the Security Council
and to put India in her place.

‘So far as we are concerned, we are not going to countenance it. That would be bad from every
point of view. It would be a clear affront to China and it would mean some kind of a break
between us and China.

‘We shall go on pressing for China’s admission in the UN and the Security Council. India
because of many factors, is certainly entitled to a permanent seat in the security council. But we
are not going to at the cost of China’.”

Nehru not only declined the U.S. offer to India to become a UNSC Permanent Member with Veto
but instead campaigned for China to take up that seat.

Comment | Nehru, China, and the Security Council seat

The U.S. however resisted that campaign till 1972, when in a turnaround the U.S. supported
Communist People’s Republic of China and entered into “strategic partnership” in the 1970s
onwards with the reform-minded new leadership of Deng Xiaoping.

Subsequently what China did to Nehru for this generosity at India’s expense is history from
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which we must learn. No use is served by crying about China’s betrayal or perfidy.

In 1953 after India’s tilt to the Soviet Union and China in the Korean war, the U.S. turned to
Pakistan as a possible counterweight in South Asia against the Soviet Union and China. The
U.S. made Pakistan a member of the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) and the
Central Treaty Organization (CENTO), and liberally gave aid and armaments.

Pakistan which was no match in military, economic development, and ancient and continuous
culture that ensured democracy, began to dream of equality with India in the international
domain.

News analysis | Is Donald Trump soft on Pakistan?

As a consequence, India had to go to war with Pakistan in 1965, 1971 and 1999, losing precious
lives defending our own territory. The U.S. even sent a Seventh Fleet Task Force with nuclear
weapons on board to threaten us on the dismemberment of Pakistan.

The rest is history. We have to learn from our past mistakes. Today there is a new opportunity
with the U.S. but it is not on a clean slate.

The success of our new bonding with the U.S. will first depend on the outcome of the U.S.
Presidential elections this November. The Democratic party rival and Presidential candidate, Joe
Biden, has already taken a hostile stand against our government, with the Left wing and liberals
in the U.S. highly critical of the Narendra Modi government, such as rubbishing the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act passed by India’s Parliament with a two-thirds majority.

In inner U.S. circles our purchase from Russia of the S-400 air defence missile system and the
refusal to agree to America’s request to send Indian troops to Afghanistan have mostly browned
off U.S. officials. U.S. policy makers know Indians love atmospherics and melas, but not
substantive issues which concern the U.S.

Also read | S-400 Triumf missile shield deal: U.S. repeats threat of sanctions

Therefore, we need to build trust with the U.S. that we will give to the U.S. as good as it gives
us, and not give us lectures instead. The U.S. will then respond more than what we concede.

In 1991 when then Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar told me to find out if we can get a policy-
conditions free loan at a concessional interest rate from the International Monetary Fund (IMF), I
told him that the IMF would never agree, but since a large size of the voting power in the IMF
was directly or indirectly controlled by the U.S., we should placate the U.S.

Thereafter, Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar spoke to the U.S. that India would agree to a
pending American request with the Prime Minister’s Office for permission to refuel their air force
planes flying from the Philippines to Saudi Arabia for the first Gulf War when Iraq occupied
Kuwait.

I thereafter told the U.S. Ambassador in New Delhi about this but I said it was conditional on
getting $2 billion (1991 prices). Over the weekend that loan arrived and India was saved from a
default.

Today, thus, the new or fresh paradigm should be on how to structure India-U.S. understanding
and which is in sync with common India-U.S. perspectives. For this structuring we must: first
realise that India-U.S. relations require give and take on both sides.
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What India needs to take today is for dealing with the Ladakh confrontation on our side of the
Line of Actual Control by China. Obviously, India needs U.S. hardware military equipment. India
does not need U.S. troops to fight our battles against China on our border.

Comment | Beijing’s Ladakh brinkmanship

Third, the U.S. needs India to fight her enemies in the neighbourhood such as in Afghanistan. It
is my view that India should send two divisions gradually to Afghanistan and relieve U.S. troops
to go home.

India needs the support of the U.S. and its ally, Israel, in cyberwarfare, satellite mappings of
China and Pakistan, intercepts of electronic communication, hard intelligence on terrorists, and
controlling the military and the Inter-Services Intelligence in Pakistan.

India needs the U.S. to completely develop the Andaman & Nicobar, and also the Lakshadweep
Islands as a naval and air force base, which the U.S. can share along with its allies such as
Indonesia and Japan.

India must be firm in two areas which are not amenable to give and take. One is that economic
relations must be based on macroeconomic commercial principles. Free, indiscriminate flow of
U.S. foreign direct investment (FDI) is not in India’s national interest.

Thus, India needs technologies such as thorium utilisation, desalination of sea water, and
hydrogen fuel cells, but not Walmart and U.S. universities to start campuses in India, as
proposed in the new National Education Policy draft.

Eighth, the U.S. must allow India’s exports of agricultural products including Bos indicus milk,
which are of highly competitive prices in the world.

FDI should be allowed into India selectively from abroad, including from the U.S., based on the
economic theory of comparative advantage and not on subsidies and gratis.

Tenth, tariffs of both India and the U.S. should be lowered, and the Indian rupee should be
gradually revalued to 35 to a dollar. Later, with the economy picking up, the rupee rate should go
below 10 to the dollar.

The other firm constraint is that India should not provide the U.S. with our troops to enter Tibet,
or be involved in the Hong Kong and Taiwan issues because there is always a possibility of a
leadership change in China, as what happened when Deng Xiaoping replaced Mao Zedong’s
nominees in 1980. Thus, China’s policy changed very favourably towards India. In the cases of
Tibet, Taiwan, and Hong Kong, we have made explicit agreements. In the case of Tibet, two
formal treaties were signed by Nehru (1954) and A.B. Vajpayee (2003).

In the last point, in the long run, India, the U.S., and China should form a trilateral commitment
for world peace provided Chinese current international policies undergo a healthy change.

Dr. Subramanian Swamy is an economist from Harvard and a Rajya Sabha MP, now on his sixth
term
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Source : www.hindustantimes.com Date : 2020-08-10

THE RAJAPAKSAS CEMENT POWER IN SRI LANKA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka
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After winning the presidential elections last November, and now winning a two-thirds majority in
parliamentary elections, the Rajapaksa brothers in Sri Lanka have cemented their control over
the island’s polity. Gotabaya Rajapaksa has firmly consolidated his power as president; the
parliamentary win now brings back the former president Mahinda Rajapaksa as prime minister.

Both the presidential and now the parliamentary win are not surprising. Citizens were tired of the
infighting and inefficiencies of the older dispensation. There remains a deep Sinhalese
majoritarian impulse, which the Rajapaksas leverage by virtue of being the leaders who
defeated the Tamil Tigers and promising what, in effect, is an exclusivist Sinhalese State. And
their party, the Sri Lanka People’s Party, remains the best organised formation even as the other
parties are struggling with leadership, ideological, and organisational issues.

But while the win itself is not surprising, the consequences are worrisome — for both Sri Lanka
and India. Armed with its legislative might, there is a possibility that the Rajapaksas will once
again seek to centralise authority, trample institutional checks, and chip away at democratic
liberties. Given their discriminatory ethnic outlook, the prospects for reconciliation, justice, and
powers to the minorities remain grim. And while they may be somewhat more careful and make
the right noises in front of an Indian audience on China, expect the engagement and partnership
with Beijing to only grow. India should engage with the regime more vigorously, and
diplomatically underline its concerns.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-10

INDIA, CHINA MAJOR GENERALS DISCUSS DEPSANG
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

The Depsang Plains along with the Pangong Tso are the two major areas of concern in the
ongoing stand-off along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in eastern Ladakh.

This is the first Major General-level talks since the stoppage of all established meetings between
Colonels, Brigadiers and Major Generals following the violent clash at Galwan on June 15.

Military talks since then have been limited to Corps Commander level.

As reported by The Hindu on June 2, there is heavy Chinese presence in the Depsang Plains, at
a crucial area called the Bulge, and PLA troops have also been blocking Indian Army patrols
from reaching the Patrolling Points (PP) 10 to 13. There has also been build up of tanks and
armoured vehicles on the Chinese side very close to the LAC.

The Chinese ingress in this area threatens Indian positions at Burtse and Raki Nala well inside
Indian territory and further DBO by bringing Chinese troops closer to the 255 km long crucial
Darbuk-Skyok-DBO road.

Depsang is also close to the Karakoram Pass, overlooking the very strategic Saltoro Ridge and
Siachen glacier.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-08-10

CHINA-US TIES PLUNGE FURTHER OVER HONG KONG
SANCTIONS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

In the toughest US action on Hong Kong since China imposed a sweeping new security law on
the territory, Washington on Friday sanctioned a group of Chinese and Hong Kong officials --
including the city's leader Carrie Lam

China on Saturday slammed the United States for imposing "barbarous" sanctions in response
to Beijing's crackdown in Hong Kong, capping a dramatic week of deteriorating relations
between the world's two biggest economies.

In the toughest US action on Hong Kong since China imposed a sweeping new security law on
the territory, Washington on Friday sanctioned a group of Chinese and Hong Kong officials --
including the city's leader Carrie Lam.

The move came after President Donald Trump's administration forced Chinese internet giants
TikTok and WeChat to end all operations in the US, in a twin diplomatic-commercial offensive
set to grow ahead of the US presidential election in November.

China on Saturday criticised the sanctions as "barbarous and rude".

"The ill intentions of US politicians to support people who are anti-China and messing up Hong
Kong have been clearly revealed," Beijing's Liaison Office in Hong Kong said in a statement.

The Treasury Department announced it was freezing the US assets of Chief Executive Carrie
Lam and 10 other senior officials, including Luo Huining -- the head of the Liaison Office.

It accused the sanctioned individuals of being "directly responsible for implementing Beijing's
policies of suppression of freedom and democratic processes".

The move criminalises any US financial transactions with the sanctioned officials.

In a short statement, Luo said he welcomed the blacklisting.

"I have done what I should do for the country and for Hong Kong," he said.

"I don't have a dime's worth in foreign assets."

Tensions spike ahead of election

Beijing's security law was imposed in late June, following last year's huge pro-democracy
protests in Hong Kong, sending a political chill through the semi-autonomous city.

Since then, authorities have postponed elections, citing the coronavirus pandemic, issued arrest
warrants for six exiled pro-democracy activists and launched a crackdown on other activists.

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said the security law violated promises made by China
ahead of Hong Kong's 1997 handover that the city could keep key freedoms and autonomy for
50 years.
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"Today's actions send a clear message that the Hong Kong authorities' actions are
unacceptable," Pompeo said in a statement.

The US measures come three months ahead of the November election in which Trump, who is
behind his rival Joe Biden, is campaigning hard on an increasingly strident anti-Beijing message.

As public disapproval has grown for his handling of the pandemic, Trump has pivoted from his
previous focus on striking a trade deal with China to blaming the country for the coronavirus
crisis.

Tik Tok, WeChat bans

On Thursday, Trump made good on previous threats against WeChat and TikTok -- two
Chinese-owned apps with major audiences that US officials say pose a national security threat.

In an executive order, Trump gave Americans 45 days to stop doing business with the platforms,
effectively setting a deadline for a potential, under-pressure sale of TikTok to Microsoft.

The move also threw into doubt the American operations of WeChat's parent firm, Tencent, a
powerful player in the video game industry and one of the world's richest companies.

China condemned the move as "arbitrary political manipulation".

The new restrictions sent Tencent shares tanking as much as 10% at one point in Hong Kong
trade on Friday, wiping almost $50 billion off its market capitalisation.

Trump's order claimed TikTok could be used by China to track the locations of federal
employees, build dossiers on people for blackmail and conduct corporate espionage.

TikTok has repeatedly denied sharing data with Beijing.

WeChat is a messaging, social media and electronic payment platform and is reported to have
more than a billion users, with many preferring it to email.

The latest US actions follow a protracted battle over Huawei, the Chinese network and
smartphone giant accused by the Trump administration of being a tool for espionage.

Click here to read the Mint ePaperLivemint.com is now on Telegram. Join Livemint channel in
your Telegram and stay updated

Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.

Your session has expired, please login again.

You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://epaper.livemint.com/Home/ArticleView?utm_source=livemintstory&utm_medium=lmstorybottom&utm_campaign=lmstoryref
https://t.me/livemint
https://t.me/livemint


Page 47

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-11

ISOLATING CHINA, AS PROPOSITION AND THE
REALITY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

The latest round of talks, August 2, between the Military Commanders of India and China,
did not produce any breakthrough, and the situation along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in the
Ladakh sector thus remains essentially unchanged. All that is evident is that China has indicated
a willingness to resile from occupying territory beyond its 1960 Claim line. A return to the status
quo ante prior to May this year, is nowhere in sight.

Also read: The standoff and China’s India policy dilemma

Meanwhile, a war of words between India and China has broken out. India’s External Affairs
Minister has promulgated that “the state of the border and the future of our ties (with China)
cannot be separated. That is the reality.” China’s riposte was to reiterate that their troops “were
on its side of the traditional customary boundary line”. This was followed, thereafter, by China
wading into and criticising what is essentially India’s internal matter, viz., the changes effected to
the status of Jammu and Kashmir in August last year.

In the meantime, relations between the United States and China continue to deteriorate. Talk of
a new realignment of forces taking place, with the U.S. and China leading different camps, is
very much in the air. After years of cooperating with one another, the U.S. and China are
currently at the stage of confrontation, with both seeking allies to join their camps. The rhetoric
has begun to resemble the Cold War era and both sides are even willing to display their military
muscle. This places several countries, especially in Asia, in a difficult position as most of them
are loathe to take sides — especially with a belligerent China as neighbour.

The contrast between the U.S. and China could hardly be greater. While the U.S. may not
necessarily be the first choice for many countries of Asia and the Asia-Pacific region, in the case
of China it is clearly more feared than loved. No one in Asia (Pakistan is perhaps an exception)
nurses any doubts about China’s ‘imperialist ambitions’, or about Chinese President Xi Jinping’s
authoritarian world view. Beijing’s virtual takeover of Hong Kong, paying scant regard to the
concept of ‘one country two systems’, has only confirmed what had long been known about
China’s intentions under Mr. Xi. Well before this, the region had been a witness to China’s
rampant land grab in the South China Sea. In the 1970s, China grabbed control over the Paracel
Islands from Vietnam. In the 1990s, it occupied Mischief Reef in the Spratly Islands, an area of
the South China Sea that the Philippines had always considered its territory. In the 21st Century,
China has continued with the same tactics of taking control over territories belonging to smaller
neighbours; one which attracted international attention was the Scarborough Shoal confrontation
in 2012, when Chinese Marine Surveillance Ships came into direct confrontation with the
Philippine Navy.

Also read: A new direction for India-U.S. ties

In March-April this year, while the rest of the world was wrestling with the COVID-19 pandemic,
China further stepped up its aggressive actions, renaming almost 80 geographical features in
the region as an index of Chinese sovereignty. Complaints galore also exist about China’s
expansionist attitudes beyond the South China Sea; Taiwan, Japan, Vietnam, Indonesia and
South Korea have all complained about China’s menacing postures in their vicinity. China’s
favourite approach, it would seem, has been unilateralism rather than compromise, when
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dealing with its smaller neighbours. Implicitly also, it reflects the unwritten code of the Belt and
Road Initiative and the Maritime Silk Road.

Also read: Analysis | With China, India will have to be 'atmanirbhar'

Notwithstanding all this, China is far from being quarantined. Hardly any country in Asia is willing
to openly confront China, and side with the U.S. Many countries, especially those in East Asia,
are unwilling to be seen taking sides at this juncture, their explanation for this being that China
was always known to be over-protective of the South China Sea, considering it a natural shield
against possible hostile intervention by outside forces inimical to it. Neither the presence of U.S.
aircraft carriers in the South China Sea, the presence of China’s missile sites in recently
reclaimed areas, or the wariness that most Association of Southeast Asian Nations display vis-à-
vis China, has been enough to make countries in the region openly side with the U.S. and
against China. Meanwhile, China is determined to press home its advantage, irrespective of
international law or regional concerns.

What is specially disconcerting is that despite a series of diktats from Washington to restrict
economic and other relations with China, the United Kingdom’s decision to end reliance on
Chinese imports and call off its Huawei 5G project, and growing anti-China sentiments heard
across Europe — all of which make for good copy — China remains unfazed. China seems
confident that its stranglehold on the global economy ensures that it does not face any real
challenge. It would be wise for India to recognise this.

Also read: China’s aggressive actions against India give insight into how CPC thinking
these days, says U.S. NSA

It is equally necessary to realise how fickle some of these countries can be when it comes to
economic issues. Australia is a prime example. The latter is a member of the Quad (the U.S.,
Japan, Australia and India), that is widely seen as an anti-China coalition. Nevertheless, at a
recent meeting in Washington between U.S. Secretary of State Michael R. Pompeo, the U.S.
Secretary of Defence Mark Esper, the Australian Foreign Minister and the Australian Defence
Minister, Australia made it clear that China is important for Australia, that it would not do
anything contrary to its interests, and a strong economic engagement was an essential link in
the Australia-China relationship.

Likewise, the U.K.’s Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, Dominic Raab,
recently stated in its Parliament, that the U.K. wants a positive relationship with China, would
work with China, and that there was enormous scope for positive constructive engagement.

It is thus more than evident that few nations across the world are willing to risk China’s ire
because of strong economic ties that have been forged over the years. Economic ties are
proving way stronger than military and strategic ones. Even in Asia, while a majority of ASEAN
countries have grave concerns about China’s predatory tactics, with the ASEAN having become
one of China’s biggest trading partners, it adopts a default position. viz., “not to take sides”.

At this time, when the dice should actually have been loaded against China, it is India that is
finding many of its traditional friends being less than helpful. While India’s relations with
Pakistan had nowhere to go but downhill, India’s present stand-off with China has provided
Pakistan with yet another opportunity to fish in troubled waters, including the production of a
“fake map” of Pakistan, which includes parts of Indian territory such as Siachen, Jammu and
Kashmir and Gujarat.

Also read: China has crossed its 1960 claims along the LAC
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India’s relations with Nepal, meanwhile, have hit a road block. Relations have soured in recent
months, and Nepal has gone to the extent of publishing new maps which show the ‘Kalapani
area’ as a part of Nepal. In Sri Lanka, the return of the Rajapaksas to power after the recent
elections does not augur too well for India-Sri Lanka relations. It is, however, the strain in India-
Bangladesh relations (notwithstanding the warm relationship that exists between Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and Indian leaders), that is a real cause for concern, since it can
provide a beachhead against Chinese activities in the region.

China is, meanwhile, busy ‘stirring the pot’ elsewhere in South Asia. In July, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi organised a virtual meeting of the Foreign Ministers of Nepal, Afghanistan and
Pakistan,. Here, he proposed taking forward an economic corridor plan with Nepal, styled as the
Trans-Himalayan Multi-Dimensional Connectivity Network, and expanding the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) to Afghanistan, touting benefits of new economic corridors on the
lines of the CPEC.

China has also made headway in Iran to an extent, again at India’s expense. Iran and China are
reported to be currently pursuing an economic and security partnership that would involve
massive Chinese investments in energy and other sectors in Iran, in exchange for China
receiving regular supplies of Iranian oil for the next 25 years. China has also dexterously
positioned itself to circumvent India’s monopoly over the Chabahar Port, by providing a
munificent aid package for the Chabahar-Afghanistan Rail link, thereby undercutting India’s offer
of aid and assistance for the rail project.

Geo-balancing is not happening to China’s disadvantage. This lesson must be well understood,
when countries like India plan their future strategy.

M.K. Narayanan is a former National Security Adviser and a former Governor of West Bengal
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THE WHO’S RELEVANCE IS FADING
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

World Health Organisation  

COVID-19 has infected more than 19 million people, claimed over 0.7 million lives and
devastated economies. As the pandemic transcends geopolitical boundaries, one is forced to
ruminate on a counterfactual with a series of timely global health interventions by the World
Health Organization (WHO) duly supported by governments. An early warning and timely policy
measures by the WHO would have forewarned countries and set their preparatory efforts in
motion for mounting a decisive response strategy.

With regional offices in six geographical regions and country offices across 150 countries, the
WHO was expected to play the dual role of a think tank and oversee global responses to public
health emergencies. It was reported that the earliest COVID-19 positive case in China was
reported in November, but China informed the WHO about the disease only in January. With the
WHO country representative stationed in Beijing, it is unlikely that widespread transmission went
unnoticed.

Then, even though confirmed cases were reported from Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and the
U.S. in January, the WHO continued to downplay the severity of the virus. It took some
inexplicable decisions and actions such as declaring the pandemic as a public health emergency
of international concern only on January 30 and ignoring Taiwan’s hints of human-to-human
transmission and requests on sharing “relevant information”. Further, the WHO went on to praise
China’s response to the pandemic.

WHO was severely criticised for its poor handling of the Ebola outbreak in 2014 as well.
Incontrovertibly, the relevance of the health agency has been fading. The WHO has been
reduced to a coordinating body, beholden to the interests of rich member states. Its functional
efficiency has been disadvantaged with organisational lethargy, absence of decisive leadership,
bureaucratic indolence, underfunded programmes, and inability to evolve to meet the needs of
the 21st century.

Director General Tedros Adhanom has been criticised for his leadership abilities during this
pandemic. In contrast, Gro Harlem Brundtland, former Director General of the WHO (1998-
2003), spearheaded the global health response with a host of significant policy decisions. She
focused on projecting WHO as one entity and publicly reproached the Chinese leadership for its
response to the 2003 SARS pandemic. The timely containment of SARS despite an
unfavourable response from China bears the stamp of her decisive leadership.

WHO is funded through assessed contributions made by the member states and voluntary
contributions from member states and private donors. While assessed contributions can be
spent as per the organisation’s priorities approved at the World Health Assembly, the irregular
voluntary contributions are allocated in consultation with the donors. While voluntary
contributions accounted for nearly 80% of the budget in 2018-19, assessed contributions merely
constituted 17% of the total budgetary support. The challenges owing to constrained finances
encumber autonomy in decision-making by favouring a donor-driven agenda.

While the WHO has failed in arresting the pandemic, governments across the globe are equally
responsible for their inept handling and ill-preparedness. However, that does not vindicate
WHO’s tardiness in handling the crisis. Many countries, especially in Africa and Asia, rely
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predominantly on the WHO for enforcing policy decisions governing public health. Political
leanings and financial compulsions of WHO cannot betray that trust. The burden of their
expectations must weigh heavily on every policy decision taken by the global health agency, for
when the WHO fails, many innocent lives are lost.

Meenakshi Sharma is a development consultant
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-12

INDIAN, AFGHAN OFFICIALS DISCUSS LOYA JIRGA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani, centre, on the last day of the Loya Jirga.APAP  

Indian and Afghan officials in Delhi and Kabul discussed the outcome of the Loya Jirga, or grand
assembly, in Afghanistan that advised the release of 400 Taliban militants convicted of serious
crimes.

According to officials, the two sides discussed the likelihood of intra-Afghan negotiations in
Doha, Qatar, which have been put off to next week, as well as the hopes for a permanent
ceasefire, in a briefing two days after the Jirga’s decision. The intra-Afghan talks could now take
place on August 16-17 in Doha, once President Ghani’s government releases all the men,
bringing the total number of Taliban fighters released to about 5,500.

The officials said the release was conditional, and contingent on a reduction in the level of
violence by the Taliban as well as a “humanitarian ceasefire” for civilians to be transported
during the coronavirus pandemic without fear of the Taliban.

The Taliban is also required to guarantee that none of the men being released will return to
combat.

Sources also told The Hindu that once the talks in Doha, between government representatives,
civil society members and the Taliban take place, another round of talks could be scheduled in
Germany, which has offered to host them.

According to an official, talks are also on for the release of the last of the group of seven Indian
hostages still held by the Taliban following their abduction in 2018. Two hostages were released
and returned to India last week, while four others had returned earlier.

It is hoped that the release of the Taliban prisoners will include those demanded in exchange for
the release of the Indian hostage, who was an employee at a power plant project run by Indian
engineering company KEC. He was abducted at gunpoint by Taliban militants in Afghanistan’s
Baglan province two years ago.
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A SELF-RELIANT FOREIGN POLICY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

Self-reliance is the theme of India’s 74th Independence Day. This concept is commonly
associated with the economy and production of key goods and services within the country in
light of the global ‘supply shock’ caused by the pandemic. But it also has a parallel dimension in
the domain of foreign policy. If the domestic goal is to reduce dependence on imports for critical
commodities, the foreign policy corollary is to recalibrate the time-tested axiom of ‘strategic
autonomy’.

India has historically prided itself as an independent developing country which does not take
orders from or succumb to pressure from great powers. Whether the world order was bipolar
(1947 to 1991), unipolar (1991 to 2008, when the U.S. entered a long cycle of economic crises
and China caught up with it in overall power), or multipolar (present times), the need for
autonomy in making foreign policy choices has remained constant.

Yet, strategic autonomy has often been adjusted in India’s history as per the changing milieu. In
moments of crisis, India has reinterpreted freedom and shown flexibility for survival. During the
1962 war with China, the high priest of non-alignment, Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, had to
appeal to the U.S. for emergency military aid to stave off the Chinese from “taking over the
whole of Eastern India.” In the build-up to the 1971 war with Pakistan, Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi had to enter a Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation with the Soviet Union to
ward off both China and the U.S. And in Kargil in 1999, India welcomed a direct intervention by
the U.S. to force Pakistan to back down. In all the above examples, India did not become any
less autonomous when geopolitical circumstances compelled it to enter into de facto alliance-like
cooperation with major powers. Rather, India secured its freedom, sovereignty and territorial
integrity by manoeuvering the great power equations and playing the realpolitik game.

Today, although there is no prospect of an outright war with China in the wake of its incursions
across the Line of Actual Control, India is at an inflection point with regard to strategic autonomy.
Non-alignment 2.0 with China and the U.S., as they slide into a new Cold War, makes little
sense when India’s security and sovereignty are being challenged primarily by the former rather
than the latter. Fears in some quarters that proximity to the U.S. will lead to loss of India’s
strategic autonomy are overblown because independent India has never been subordinated to a
foreign hegemon.

In the threat environment marked by a pushy China, which the U.S. is now beginning to confront
frontally, India should aim to have the proverbial cake of American support and also eat the cake
i.e., stay as an independent power centre by means of intensified cooperation with middle
powers in Asia and around the world.

For India, which values freedom, placing all its eggs in the U.S. basket to counterbalance China
would be an error, as that can constrict India’s options in other theatres of national interest such
as its ties with Iran and Russia and efforts to speed up indigenous defence modernisation.

Diversification is the essence of self-reliance. A wide basket of strategic partners, including the
U.S., with a sharper focus on constraining China, is the only viable diplomatic way forward in the
current emerging multipolar world order.

It is no longer a question of picking one out of two titans or oscillating between them. In an era of
dense networks, India must reconfigure autonomy to mean what the American scholar Joseph
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Nye calls ‘power with others’ to accomplish joint goals.

We are free and self-reliant not through isolation or alliance with one great power, but only in
variable combinations with several like-minded partners. India is familiar with the phrase ‘multi-
vector’ foreign policy. It is time to maximise its potential.

Sreeram Chaulia is Dean, Jindal School of International Affairs
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UAE, ISRAEL REACH AGREEMENT TO ESTABLISH
DIPLOMATIC TIES

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

UAE Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed  

President Donald Trump said on Thursday that the United Arab Emirates and Israel have agreed
to establish full diplomatic ties as part of a deal to halt the annexation of occupied land sought by
the Palestinians for their future state. The announcement makes the UAE the first Gulf Arab
state to do so and only the third Arab nation to have active diplomatic ties to Israel.

Mr. Trump tweeted a statement from the countries, acknowledging the deal. He then told
reporters in the Oval Office that it was “a truly historic moment”. “Now that the ice has been
broken I expect more Arab and Muslim countries will follow the United Arab Emirates,” he said.
The recognition grants a rare diplomatic win to Mr. Trump ahead of the November election.

For Israel, the announcement comes after years of boasting by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu that his government enjoys closer ties to Arab nations than publicly acknowledged.
Mr. Netanyahu has sought to build settlements on lands sought by the Palestinians and
embraced a Trump proposal that would allow him to annex large parts of the occupied West
Bank while granting Palestinians limited autonomy in other areas.

For the UAE, it further burnishes its international campaign to be seen as a beacon of tolerance
in West Asia despite being governed by autocratic rulers.

Joint statement

A joint statement from the U.S., the UAE and Israel was issued immediately after Trump’s tweet.
It said delegations would meet in the coming weeks to sign deals on direct flights, security,
telecommunications, energy, tourism and health care. The two countries also will partner on
fighting the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Opening direct ties between two of the Middle East’s most dynamic societies and advanced
economics will transform the region by spurring economic growth, enhancing technological
innovation and forging closer people-to-people relations,” said the statement by Mr. Trump, Mr.
Netanyahu and Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed, the day-to-day ruler of the
UAE. It said the leaders had a three-way call discussing the deal.
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INDIA ANNOUNCES $500 MN PACKAGE FOR THE
MALDIVES

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

Grand plans:A file photo of the Sinamale Bridge, formerly known as the China-Maldives
Friendship Bridge.AFP-  

India announced a slew of new connectivity measures for the Maldives, including air, sea, intra-
island and telecommunications in an effort to help the Indian Ocean Islands deal with the
economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Among the initiatives announced at a meeting between External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
and Maldives Foreign Minister Abdullah Shahid via videoconference on Thursday are an air
connectivity “bubble” for travel, a direct ferry service, a submarine cable for telecom connectivity;
and assistance for the Greater Male Connectivity project (GMCP) to connect Male to three
neighbouring islands, the biggest such project thus far.

“Responding to a request from the Government of Maldives, the External Affairs Minister
announced India’s decision to support the implementation of the GMCP in Maldives, through a
financial package consisting of a grant of USD 100 million and a new Line of Credit (LoC) of
USD 400 million,” the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said in a statement.

The GMCP would be the “largest civilian infrastructure project in Maldives”, it noted.

Connecting islands

The project, which will consist of a number of bridges and causeways to connect Male to
Villingili, Thilafushi and Gulhifahu islands that span 6.7 km, will take much of the pressure off the
main capital island of Male for commercial and residential purposes.

The $400 million Line of Credit comes in addition to a previous LoC of $800 million that was
announced by New Delhi in December 2018.

“A landmark moment in Maldives-India cooperation today as we receive Indian assistance of
USD250 million as budget support and USD500 million for the Greater Malé Connectivity
Project,” said Mr. Solih in a tweet thanking Prime Minister Narendra Modi and India.

When completed, the project would render the Chinese-built Sinemale Friendship bridge
connecting Male to two other islands, thus far the most visible infrastructure project in the
islands, “insignificant in comparison”, the sources said.
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INDIA BARS CHINA SHIPS FROM OIL TRADE AS TIES
STRAIN FURTHER

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

India’s state-owned oil majors have stopped hiring Chinese tankers to ship their crude and
petroleum products after relations deteriorated between the two countries, although the move is
unlikely to impact trade flows.

India’s state-owned oil majors have stopped hiring Chinese tankers to ship their crude and
petroleum products after relations deteriorated between the two countries, although the move is
unlikely to impact trade flows.

China-flagged and owned vessels have been barred from bidding on tenders for chartering
tankers to import crude into India, or export products such as diesel out of the country, according
to people familiar with the matter. The ban followed India’s implementation last month of
regulations on business with nations sharing its border, referring to China and Pakistan without
naming them, the people said, asking not to be named because they’re not authorized to speak
to the media.

The state-run majors are also planning to ask oil traders and suppliers not to send shipments to
India using Chinese vessels, they said. The move is poised to further strain relations between
two of Asia’s largest economies after a deadly Himalayan border clash left 20 Indian soldiers
and an unknown number of Chinese troops dead. However, India’s oil companies are not
expecting a significant hit to trade.

Most of the foreign tankers they use or charter are flagged in Liberia, Panama and Mauritius,
said two Indian oil executives, asking not to be named because they’re not authorized to speak
on the matter. The use of Chinese vessels is limited and mostly used in the transport of liquefied
petroleum gas, they said.

Spokespeople for the three state-owned oil refiners -- Indian Oil Corp., Bharat Petroleum Corp.
and Hindustan Petroleum Corp. -- did not immediately comment on the development.

India’s new trade curbs on some of its neighbors is seen aimed primarily at limiting participation
of Chinese groups in orders and tenders offered by government-owned companies. India --
which imported goods worth over $70 billion from China in 2019 -- has already banned scores of
Chinese mobile phone applications in an attempt to reduce dependence on its products.

This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text. Only
the headline has been changed.
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INDIA ANNOUNCES USD 500 MILLION ASSISTANCE
FOR MAJOR CONNECTIVITY PROJECT IN MALDIVES

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

NEW DELHI: India will fund the implementation of a major connectivity project in Maldives
through a USD 400 million line of credit and USD 100 million grant, External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said on Thursday after holding wide-ranging talks with his Maldivian counterpart
Abdulla Shahid. The 6.7 km Greater Male Connectivity Project ( GMCP) will be the largest
civilian infrastructure project in Maldives, connecting Male with three neighbouring islands -
Villingili, Gulhifahu and Thilafushi, officials said.

People familiar with the GMCP said it was a key election promise of the ruling MDP for which
the President of Maldives Ibrahim Mohamed Solih sought India's assistance during his meeting
with Jaishankar in September last year.

"India will fund the implementation of Greater Male Connectivity Project through a USD 400 mn
LOC & USD 100 mn grant. This 6.7 km bridge project connecting Male with Gulhifalhu Port &
Thilafushi industrial zone will help revitalise and transform Maldivian economy," Jaishankar
tweeted.

He also announced the start of regular cargo ferry service between India and Maldives to boost
trade and commerce between the two countries.

"We're also starting an air travel bubble with Maldives to sustain and promote the dynamic
people-to-people ties between the two countries," he added.

The GMCP project will include construction of a bridge-and-causeway link spanning 6.7 kms.

"Once completed, this landmark project will streamline connectivity between the four islands,
thereby boosting economic activity, generating employment and promoting holistic urban
development in the Male region," the Ministry of External Affairs ( MEA) said.

India is also extending financial support for construction of a port in Gulhifahu.

On the ferry service, Jaishankar underscored its significance in enhancing bilateral trade and
connectivity and in further boosting the economic partnership between the two countries.

"The cargo ferry service will enhance sea connectivity and provide predictability in supplies for
importers in Maldives and exporters in India. It will also reduce logistics costs and times for
traders," the MEA said.

Referring to creation of an air bubble, it said Maldives is the first neighboring country with which
an air bubble is being operationalized.

"The air bubble symbolises India's support to shore up tourism arrivals and revenues in the
Maldives. Health protocols in both countries will be strictly followed. The first flight under the Air
Bubble is expected to commence on August 18," the MEA said.

In the meeting, Jaishankar also conveyed to Shahid India's decision to renew quotas for supply
of essential commodities to Maldives for the year 2020-21.
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"The commodities include food items like potatoes, onions, rice, wheat, flour, sugar, dal and
eggs as well as river sand and stone aggregates. The quotas assure food security, and the
supply of essential construction items, and thereby provide certainty and price stability for such
essential items in the Maldives," the MEA said.
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INDIA HAILS UAE-ISRAEL PACT, REITERATES
PALESTINE CAUSE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

S. Jaishankar  

India on Friday welcomed the normalisation of ties between Israel and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), calling them both “key strategic partners”.

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar received a call from UAE Foreign Minister Sheikh
Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan to explain the decision to establish full ties with Israel, becoming
the first Gulf country, and the third Arab country, after Egypt and Jordan, to do so.

The trilateral agreement called the “Abraham Accords”, signed along with the U.S. on Thursday,
also commits Israel to suspend its plans for annexation of Palestine majority areas.

“India has consistently supported peace, stability and development in West Asia, which is its
extended neighbourhood. In that context, we welcome the full normalisation of ties between
UAE and Israel,” said MEA spokesperson Anurag Srivastava, briefing journalists on Friday.

Mr. Jaishankar tweeted that he “deeply appreciated” the call from the UAE Minister, and said
they “discussed the full normalisation of relations between UAE and Israel.”

While the announcement of the agreement has been welcomed by India, it will also mean
continuing to walk a balance on West Asian politics. According to experts, the normalisation of
ties between Israel and the UAE could be followed by similar actions by other Gulf countries,
including the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and strong reactions from other countries in a region
India has deep stakes in terms of energy supplies and expatriate populations. New Delhi will
also need to watch ties with Iran, which has slammed the agreement and will see Arab-Israeli
tie-ups as a direct threat to its security.

Call for talks

Officials said New Delhi would also continue to push for a two-state solution as part of a
negotiated settlement between Israel and Palestine. Reaffirming its “traditional support” for the
Palestinian cause, the MEA on Friday called for the early resumption of talks for a “two state”
solution.

Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas has rejected the agreement, calling it “betrayal”.

Former Ambassador to Israel and the U.S., Navtej Sarna, said the agreement was a “good
development” for India, given its strong ties with both countries.
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IRAN, TURKEY LASH OUT AT UAE OVER ISRAEL DEAL
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Iran and Turkey lashed out at their regional rival the United Arab Emirates (UAE) on Friday over
its decision to normalise diplomatic relations with Israel, accusing it of betraying the Palestinian
cause, even as much of the international community welcomed the move.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry called the U.S.-brokered deal a “dagger that was unjustly struck by the
UAE in the backs of the Palestinian people and all Muslims.” Turkey said the peoples of the
region “will never forget and will never forgive this hypocritical behavior” by the UAE.

The UAE, which has never fought Israel and has quietly been improving ties for years, said the
agreement put a hold on Israel’s plans to unilaterally annex parts of the occupied West Bank,
which the Palestinians view as the heartland of their future state.

But the Turkish Foreign Ministry said the UAE had no authority to negotiate with Israel on behalf
of the Palestinians or “to make concessions on matters vital to Palestine.”

The agreement would make the UAE the first Gulf Arab state — and the third Arab country, after
Egypt and Jordan — to have full diplomatic ties with Israel. The Palestinians say the deal
amounts to “treason” and have called on Arab and Muslim countries to oppose it. Later on
Friday, Turkish President Recep Erdogan said he was considering downgrading Turkey’s
relations with the UAE and recalling its Ambassador.

Oman welcomes move

Oman, a Gulf country that has cultivated closer ties with Israel in recent years, even hosting a
visit by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu last year, meanwhile welcomed the
agreement.

Germany’s Foreign Minister Heiko Maas welcomed both the agreement and the decision to
suspend annexation, and called to congratulate his Israeli counterpart Gabi Ashkenazi on “this
historic step.”
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-15

GAPS IN THE CASTING OF INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

At a time ‘when sorrows come’, not as ‘single spies, but in battalions’ with an unprecedented
pandemic, Chinese soldiers squatting on India’s side of the Line of Actual Control (LAC),
cartographic aggression by little Nepal, Iran joining a virtual alliance with China, Russia getting
close to China, Pakistan shooting across the Line of Control (LoC), a looming financial crisis and
other challenges, fundamental questions are being asked about the strategic depth of our
foreign policy.

Fervent calls are being made to go back to the drawing board and shape new policies in these
and other cases. It goes without saying that the government will examine all these and other
international developments and apply correctives wherever possible. Since the global situation
itself is in a flux, there will be many surprises on the way and our own positions will also
influence the shape of the post-COVID-19 world.

Comment | India in the post-pandemic world

Many in India have been taken by surprise at these developments because of the numerous
fairy tales which surround international issues, a number of them having been created for the
feel-good factor. The understanding of every issue is at three different levels. One is the real
situation, which is known only to those at the higher levels and the interlocuters in the
government. The second is the official version, properly calibrated for the guidance of
spokespersons of the government, while the third is a more rosy picture for the general public
who should feel comfortable that the government that they have elected is doing well. The fairy
tales are created by the official and friendly press and commentators and are lapped up by
public opinion, with a sense that all is well with the world.

The dream world gets disturbed occasionally when the reality pierces through the carefully
created layers of positive impressions and the surprise turns into concern and even panic. Fire-
fighting follows to reset relations and to bring back a sense of comfort and normalcy. The
fundamental issues remain dormant, but a few high-level conversations, some business deals
and carefully crafted joint statements take care of concerns, which disappear as public memory
is proverbially short. This is a game that all governments play, not only in India but around the
world.

The most recent example of a relationship clouded by fairy tales is the one with China. With all
the investments made by the Prime Minister and our large galaxy of China experts, we had no
inkling of the Chinese perfidy as we had romanticised the ‘Wuhan Spirit’ and the ‘Chennai
Connect’ in Mamallapuram, Tamil Nadu. The Prime Minister who alone knew what transpired at
these informal summits, said nothing, but his body language and enthusiasm lulled us into
thinking that these leaders would never fight a war. It came as a complete surprise that the
Chinese amassed troops on the LAC and the Prime Minister characterised the Chinese action
as expansionist. But strangely, apart from calling for a reset of relations, we have begun to
create a legend that China has committed a “Himalayan blunder” by its military adventure on the
border. Even before the promised disengagement has taken place, we have concluded that
China lost the battle, which it had begun after careful planning and preparations. We have
declared victory in a battle that has not ended.

Comment | China’s post-COVID aggression is reshaping Asia
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We were surprised in 1962 that the erstwhile Soviet Union refused to intervene in the India-
China conflict on the plea that “one was a brother and the other was a friend”. Even with that
experience, we had taken the support of Russia for granted this time, obviously because of the
new relationship which has been established after the Prime Minister’s visits to Sochi and
Vladivostock. We now know that the rose-tinted glasses of reliability through which the general
public sees Russia are unreal. A President of India had remarked that Russia is an exception to
the rule that there are no permanent friends. Russia’s quasi-alliance with China is a reality, while
our perception of Russia has the veil of a fairy tale. Our close defence relationship, with 60% of
our arms supply coming from Russia is explicable, but not sustainable. A ministerial meeting of
India, China and Russia a week after the loss of 20 Indian soldiers at the LAC was intriguing to
say the least.

Comment | RIC, a triangle that is still important

The most celebrated fairy tale is the impression created that the UN Security Council will be
expanded soon, and that India will be a permanent member. The impression is widespread even
in informed circles because of the occasional optimistic reports emanating from New York. We
have been campaigning for a reform of the Security Council since 1979 and there has been
really no progress on the issue of new permanent members. Many reports have been written,
but as of today there is no formula which can enjoy two-thirds majority of the General Assembly
and the unanimous support of the permanent members. The vast majority of the members of the
UN would want to abolish the veto rather than give it to more countries. To maintain the myth
that India is likely to get a place on the high table with veto power is to keep an illusion alive. A
former Foreign Secretary has recently clarified that there was no offer of a permanent seat to
India during the days of Jawaharlal Nehru, hopefully ending the speculation on that score.

Membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) is another mirage that the public believes is
a reality. India joining the NSG is like Russia joining the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
because the NSG was set up originally to deny India any nuclear material following India’s
nuclear tests in 1974.

Also read | India must sign NPT to gain entry into NSG, says China

Every member of the NSG is a signatory to the NPT and the best it could do was to give us an
unconditional waiver, which we already have.

We hear about six American nuclear reactors being set up in Andhra Pradesh every time there
is a discussion on bilateral relations. Here again, the presumption is that the hurdle of our Civil
Liability for Nuclear Damage Bill, placing the responsibility of any damages being on the
supplier, will wither away. Many formulae are being suggested, but a senior nuclear scientist
admitted a couple of years ago that the United States was using the Liability Law as a
smokescreen not to transfer nuclear technology to India. The Clinton White House was of the
view that India could use the India-U.S. Agreement on Civil Nuclear Cooperation for acquiring
technology and material from other countries, and the U.S. should refrain from strengthening
India’s nuclear capability. This position does not seem to have changed.

There could be instances of other unsubstantiated expectations among the public because of
repeated expressions of optimism which are considered harmless. The exaggerated faith in the
value of soft power as an instrument of foreign policy and the theory that there is no point in
nursing constituencies such as the Non-Aligned Movement may be some of them. But the
danger of disillusionment when hopes are belied is greater than removing the cobwebs of fairy
tales that shroud key foreign policy questions.
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T.P. Sreenivasan is former Ambassador of India and Governor for India of the IAEA, Chairman,
Academic Council and Director, NSS Academy of Civil Services, and Director General, Kerala
International Centre
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THE COUNCIL OF ELDERS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

In most republics, the head of state is supreme. Thus, it may have seemed unusual when
Afghanistan’s President Ashraf Ghani pleaded “helplessness” in making the decision on whether
to release 400 Taliban prisoners, and said he would convene a Loya Jirga, a gathering of elders,
to deliberate on it. The decision was the final stumbling block in a series of issues the Taliban
has held over the government since February, when it signed a peace agreement with the U.S.

These 400, explained President Ghani’s office, had been convicted of “serious crimes”, and it
was not in the President’s “mandate” to pardon or release them. The Loya Jirga of
approximately 3,200 representatives from various parts of Afghanistan, including Pashtuns,
Tajiks, Hazaras and Uzbeks, met on August 7-9, and directed the release of the men, under the
condition they would not return to the battlefield, thus paving the way for the Intra-Afghan
negotiations (IAN).

The IAN is now expected to begin in Qatar’s capital Doha later this week, bringing together
officials and negotiators of the Ghani government, the High Council for National Reconciliation
and civil society representatives face to face with Taliban representatives for the first time.
Signing the decree for the release of the last Taliban convicts, Mr. Ghani laid all the credit and
responsibility for the decision at the Loya Jirga’s door.

The truth is, despite a decade or more of democracy, and years of being a republic, Afghanistan
still gives its tradition of Loya Jirgas the kind of respect that allows even an elected head of state
to defer to it. Since at least 1709, Jirgas have brought together tribal elders to settle issues of
national crises in Afghanistan.

Historical decisions

From the momentous decision to anoint Ahmed Shah Abdali (Durrani) King in 1747, to the
historic endorsement of Hamid Karzai as President of the post-Taliban republic, all major
decisions in the country flowed from the elders’ conference. Often, it is the leader who turns to
the Jirga, as Mr. Ghani just did, when he wants a broader political consensus or a stamp of
approval for a policy decision.

“The Loya Jirga is the most powerful constitutional forum [for us]. In fact, the strong legacy of the
modern state of Afghanistan derives from this forum,” explained former Afghan Ambassador to
India, Shaida Mohammad Abdali, himself a descendent of the former King and a member of the
Durrani tribe, when asked about the contradiction inherent in the idea of a democracy taking
orders from an unelected body.

However, not all Jirgas have endorsed the leader of the times unquestioningly. In 1928, the
reformist King Amanullah was setting his country on course for a slew of moves to modernise
society — declaring a constitutional monarchy, mandatory schooling for all, abolition of slavery
and women’s rights. He convened a Jirga to give its stamp of removal to the measures.
However, when he asked his wife Soraiya to remove her veil at a public function, the act led to
considerable disquiet during the Jirga. Within the year, a civil war broke out, and King Amanullah
was forced into exile.

Many in Afghanistan in modern times have been wary of the Jirga process, which is seen as a
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patriarchal structure with unlimited powers. In the run-up to the latest Jirga, activists criticised
the decision to release Taliban fighters accused of the most heinous crimes as a ‘pre-ordained
result’, under pressure from the U.S. government that wants to force the pace of the
reconciliation process with the timeline of U.S. Presidential elections in November. U.S. special
envoy Zalmai Khalilzad made several trips to Doha, Kabul and Islamabad in the weeks running
up to the Jirga, in order to keep plans for the IAN on track. Others, especially women’s rights
activists have criticised both the Jirga and its decision to release Taliban prisoners as a
regressive step. During the Jirga last week, at least two women representatives were heckled,
even assaulted when they tried to voice their protests.

Organisers countered that since 2002, the Jirga has always included women, and the latest one,
which is a part of the consultative “Peace Jirga” convened by President Ghani last year to advise
the government on the reconciliation process, comprises 30% women, ensuring participation, if
not a resounding voice at the centuries old platform.
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INDIAN, NEPALESE DIPLOMATS DISCUSS BILATERAL
PROJECTS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Nepal

Indian and Nepalese diplomats on Monday met in Kathmandu and reviewed the status of a
number of ongoing bilateral projects.

This is the first diplomat-level meeting between the two sides in the current year that saw the
Kalapani territorial dispute.

The talks marked the Eighth Meeting of Nepal-India Oversight Mechanism. The meeting did not
take up the territorial dispute, but the officials reviewed the status of construction of bridges over
the Mahakali river, which is near the disputed region.

“Both sides underlined the need for the expeditious implementation of the bilateral projects. In
this connection, they agreed to undertake necessary measures to timely address problems and
obstacles in the course of implementation,” declared a press statement issued by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Nepal.

The two teams, led by Nepalese Foreign Secretary Shankar Bairagi and Indian Ambassador in
Kathmandu Vinay Mohan Kwatra, discussed cross-border railways, Arun-III hydropower project,
Pancheshwar multipurpose project, construction of the Nepal Police Academy and Ramayana
projects among other items.

The discussion came two days after Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli greeted his Indian
counterpart Narendra Modi on the 74th Independence day of India and sought “meaningful
bilateral dialogue”.
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INDIA’S GEOPOLITICAL INTERESTS ARE IN CLOSE
ALIGNMENT WITH MODERATE ARAB CENTRE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

The geopolitical realignment in the Middle East, marked by last week’s agreement on the
normalisation of relations between the United Arab Emirates and Israel, intersects with the
equally significant reorientation of the Subcontinent’s relationship with the region. As Pakistan
rediscovers its tradition of aligning with non-Arab powers, India must renew its defence of Arab
sovereignty.

If India welcomed the decision by Abu Dhabi and Tel Aviv, Pakistan was ambivalent and merely
“noted” the move and its foreign office pointed to the “far-reaching” (negative) implications. On
the face of it, the difference in the Indian and Pakistani statements can be explained by the fact
that Delhi has diplomatic ties with Israel and Islamabad does not. But there is a lot more to this
story.

Under Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the engagement with the Arab Gulf has become deeper.
The last six years have also coincided with a significant deterioration of Pakistan’s relations with
the region, especially with the UAE and Saudi Arabia. Pakistan has been angry with UAE’s
invitation to India to address the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation in early 2019 and the
reluctance of Saudi Arabia to convene a meeting to condemn Indian actions in Kashmir last
August. Pakistan’s foreign minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi threatened earlier this month to
convene a meeting of foreign ministers of Islamic nations, outside of the OIC, to attack India’s
Kashmir policy. As an angry Saudi Arabia called back part of its generous recent loan to
Pakistan and threatened to suspend the credit facility for oil purchases, army chief General
Qamar Javed Bajwa rushed in to pick up the pieces. He is in Riyadh this week to smooth things
over.

Opinion | For India, costs of neglecting new Arabian business are far higher than a lost
railway contract in Iran

Some in Pakistan dismiss the remarks as intemperate and attribute it to Qureshi’s well-known
habit of grandstanding. The problem appears deeper. It might be recalled that Prime Minister
Imran Khan was all set to attend last December’s meeting of the Islamic leaders called by the
then Prime Minister of Malaysia, Mahathir Mohamad and backed by the Turkish President,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Khan pulled out only at the last minute amidst reported pressure from
Saudi Arabia.

Here is the essence of the emerging contradiction between Saudi Arabia and the UAE on the
one hand and Pakistan on the other. Saudis and Emiratis see sharpening existential threats to
their kingdoms from both the Sunni Muslim brotherhood backed by Turkey and Shiite Iran’s
regional expansionism. On the other hand, Imran Khan appears to be dreaming of a new
regional alliance with Turkey and Iran. Pakistan is also betting that a rising China and an
assertive Russia will both support this new geopolitical formation as part of their own efforts to
oust America from the Middle East.

The idea of such an alliance was publicly articulated by Iran’s ambassador to Pakistan earlier
this year and found much political resonance in Islamabad. On the face of it, the idea runs
counter to Delhi’s conventional wisdom that Pakistan and Gulf Arabs are joined at the hip. But
the idea of a non-Arab alliance, backed by outside powers, has some lineage in Pakistan’s
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foreign policy. Pakistan enthusiastically embraced the Baghdad Pact that the British stitched
together with Iran, Iraq and Turkey in 1955.

Editorial | The Chabahar project is important for India’s regional goals, and for its
relations with Iran

The Pact had to be renamed CENTO (Central Treaty Organisation) once Iraq, the only Arab
member, walked out in 1958. Turkey, Iran and Pakistan formed an economic adjunct to the
CENTO called the RCD (Regional Cooperation for Development). Both were wound up in 1979
soon after Iran’s Islamic Revolution.

But it was not easy to kill the idea of a non-Arab alliance. Iran, Turkey and Pakistan gathered
again to form the Economic Cooperation Organisation (ECO) in 1985 and after the collapse of
the Soviet Union, they brought in the newly independent Central Asian Republics.

For Turkey and Iran, the new non-Arab alliance backed by Russia and China is an instrument to
advance their role in the Arab world at the expense of the Saudis. Erdogan dreams of restoring
the Ottoman domination over the Arab world. The Muslim Brotherhood is its chosen instrument.
Iran, which wants to wrest the mantle of Islamic leadership from Saudi Arabia, leverages the
Shia population across the Arab states. Both Turkey and Iran now intervene with impunity in the
internal affairs of the Arab world. Two other states have joined this Great Game. Malaysia’s
Mahathir fancied himself as a leader of the Islamic world. Arab Qatar, which is locked in a
fraternal fight with the Saudis and the Emiratis, wants to carve out an outsized role for itself in
the Middle East.

It is no secret that Russians would like to bring the US down a notch or two in the Middle East.
Beijing will be happy to let the Russians, Turks, and Iranians be the anti-American vanguard,
while consolidating China’s economic influence in the region. But why does Islamabad want to
join the alliance against Saudi Arabia and the UAE that have lent so much economic assistance
to Pakistan over the decades.

Opinion | India should monitor ties between China and Iran, but must guard against hasty
conclusions

Islamabad is probably betting that America is on its way out of the Middle East, and that its all-
weather strategic partnership with a rising China would give Pakistan new leverage in the
changing Middle East. In the interim, the threat to align with Turkey and Iran serves as an
instrument to put pressure on the Saudis and Emiratis. Whatever might be the finesse that
General Bajwa might come up with, Delhi must go back to the deepest source of regional policy
— unflinching support for Arab sovereignty. That, in turn, expresses itself in five principles.

First, resist the temptation of telling the Arabs what is good for them. Support their efforts to
reconcile with non-Arab neighbours, including Israel, Turkey and Iran. Second, oppose foreign
interventions in the Arab world. In the past, those came from the West and Israel. Today, most
Arabs see the greatest threat to their security from Turkish and Iranian interventions. Third,
extend support to Arab economic integration, intra-Arab political reconciliation and the
strengthening of regional institutions.

Fourth, recognise that India’s geopolitical interests are in close alignment with those in the
moderate Arab Centre — including Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Oman. Fifth, India
can’t be passive amidst the unfolding geopolitical realignment in West Asia. Some members of
the incipient alliance — Turkey, Malaysia and China — have been the most vocal in challenging
India’s territorial sovereignty in Kashmir. The Qatar-based Al Jazeera spews more poison
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against India than Pakistani media outlets. Standing up for Arab sovereignty and opposing the
forces of regional destabilisation must be at the very heart of India’s new engagement with the
Middle East.

This article first appeared in the print edition on August 18, 2020 under the title ‘India,
Pakistan and Arab sovereignty’. The writer is Director, Institute of South Asian Studies,
National University of Singapore and contributing editor on international affairs for The
Indian Express

Opinion | Ebrahim Alkazi’s legacy bears testimony to cultural links between Saudi Arabia,
India
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'READY TO WORK WITH INDIA TO ENHANCE MUTUAL
TRUST': CHINA REACTS TO PM'S I-DAY SPEECH

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

So far China has put the blame for the Galwan clash on India and also stated that there is no
violation of the LAC

NEW DELHI: China on Monday said it was ready to work with India to enhance mutual trust and
properly manage differences adding that the “right path" ahead for the two countries is to
respect each other.

The Chinese foreign ministry made these comments while reacting to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Independence Day speech on Saturday in which he said the country’s territorial integrity
was supreme.

“From LoC (Line of Control) to LAC (Line of Actual Control), anyone who casts an eye on the
sovereignty of the country, the armed forces have responded in the language they understand,"
Modi had said. The prime minister had also referred to the border clash in eastern Ladakh but
without naming China.

Asked to comment on Modi’s speech, Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian said: “We
have noted Prime Minister Modi’s speech. We are close neighbours, we are all emerging
countries with over one billion people."

“So the sound development of bilateral ties not only serves the interest of the two peoples but
also stability, peace, prosperity of the region and the whole world. The right path for the two
sides is to respect and support each other as this serves our long-term interests," Zhao said.

“So, China stands ready to work with India to enhance our political mutual trust, properly
manage our differences, step-up practical cooperation and safeguard the long-term
development of bilateral ties," he said.

It is unclear whether these words could imply that China was willing to step back from the places
it had intruded into, across the LAC in Ladakh. Tensions between the two sides have been
running high since early May when the Chinese intrusions were first detected. Ties plunged to a
low after 20 Indian soldiers were killed in a violent clash with Chinese soldiers on 15 June at
Galwan. Chinese soldiers were also killed but the numbers are yet to be made public. The
clashes -- the first in 45 years to result in casualties -- shattered trust between the two countries.

So far China has put the blame for the Galwan clash on India and also stated that there is no
violation of the LAC – a sign that its troops intend to stay put in areas they have intruded into.
India on its part has been insisting that the Chinese troops go back to positions they occupied in
April – ie before the intrusions.

Five rounds of talks at the military level and three at the diplomatic level between China and
India have not yielded any results. Last week, the Indian foreign ministry said more talks were
expected in the coming days to resolve the stalemate.
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SRI LANKA TO DRAFT NEW CONSTITUTION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Power-up:Gotabaya Rajapaksa in Parliament in Colombo.APEranga Jayawardena  

Sri Lanka will draft a new Constitution, jettisoning the 19th Amendment passed in 2015 that
imposed curbs on presidential powers and strengthened Parliament, President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa has said.

Addressing the inaugural session of Parliament following the August 5 general election on
Thursday, President Rajapaksa said: “As the people have given us the mandate we wanted for a
constitutional amendment, our first task will be to remove the 19th Amendment to the
Constitution. After that, all of us will get together to formulate a new Constitution suitable for the
country.” The new Constitution, he said, would prioritise the concept of “one country, one law for
all the people.”

Poll promise

The Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP, or People’s Front), along with its allies, secured an
impressive two-thirds majority in the recent general election, making possible swift passage of
new legislation. The ruling party’s poll campaign sought such a majority from the electorate,
promising to abolish the 19th Amendment.

The statute, passed in 2015 during the former President Maithripala Sirisena-Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe’s term, sought not only to clip the President’s executive powers, but also
to strengthen independent commissions. It brought back the two-term limit on Presidency. It was
hailed by many, including members of civil society, as a progressive legislation in contemporary
Sri Lankan history, even as its critics found it falling short in some respects. The Rajapaksa
camp viewed the 19th Amendment’s clauses as primarily intending to prevent its leaders’ return
to power.

Outlining his plans further, President Rajapaksa told Parliament that it was “essential to make
changes to the current electoral system” while drafting a new Constitution, retaining elements of
the proportional representation system currently followed. On the government’s task of reviving
the country’s economy, he called for “out-of-the-box thinking” to overcome local and global
challenges.

Foreign Minister Dinesh Gunawardena assumed charge as Leader of the House, while Samagi
Jana Balawegaya (SJB) (United People's Front), who broke away from the United National Party
(UNP), was named Leader of Opposition.

The SJB secured 54 seats in the general election while the presence of the UNP, which led the
former government, diminished to 1.
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INDIA AND MEXICO: CELEBRATING 70 YEARS OF
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - South America

More from the author

On August 1, 2020, India and Mexico ushered in the 70th anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations between the two countries. Mexico was the first country in Latin America to
establish diplomatic relations with India in 1950. Despite the vast geographical distance that
separates them, the two countries share certain commonalities. Both are democracies, diverse
societies and share similar development priorities. This view is echoed by Octavio Paz, Nobel
Laureate and former Mexican Ambassador to India, “From the beginning, everything that I saw
inadvertently evoked forgotten images of Mexico. The strangeness of India brought to mind that
other strangeness: my own country”.1  

Over the years, Mexico and India have developed a warm and cordial relationship. In 2007, the
two countries upgraded their bilateral relations to a “Privileged Partnership”. In 2016, during
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Mexico, the two countries decided to develop a roadmap
to upgrade their relationship to a “Strategic Partnership”.2 This was followed by an exchange of
visits at the ministerial level, including a visit to India by Mexican Minister of Energy Rocio Nahle
and Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Julián Ventura Valero. Earlier this month, Indian Foreign
Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla and Mexican Deputy Foreign Minister Valero exchanged
views on several issues including the economic impact of COVID-19 pandemic and the need to
further expand the bilateral relations.3

The 70th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations provides an opportunity to
enhance cooperation in four key areas, which are discussed below: 

Mexico is currently India’s largest trading partner in Latin America. In 2018-19, it accounted for
almost a quarter of India’s trade with the region. At the same time, India is currently Mexico’s
ninth-most important global trading partner.  The last decade has seen a spurt in trade between
the two countries, which has grown from around $5 billion in 2015-16 to $9.4 billion in 2018-19.4
Crude oil dominates India’s imports from Mexico. It also imports electrical goods and machinery,
electronic equipment and auto parts. India’s exports to Mexico comprise mainly of vehicles,
organic chemicals, aluminium products, iron and steel, and ceramic products. Indian companies
have so far invested around $3 billion in Mexico.5

The rise in trade and investment follows Prime Minister Modi’s visit to Mexico in 2016. It can also
be attributed to the immense significance of Mexico as a gateway to both North and Latin
America. A large number of Indian information technology (IT) and pharmaceutical companies
have set up joint ventures in Mexico. Following the COVID-19 pandemic, there has been a surge
in cooperation in the pharmaceutical sector. In July 2020, Indian pharma company Zydus Cadila
received approval from the Mexican regulatory authority for clinical trials of the biological therapy
‘Pegylated Interferon alpha-2b’ for treatment of COVID-19 with a research organisation based in
the country.6 Other potential areas of economic cooperation are agriculture, biotechnology and
energy.

Mexico could be a key partner in the Indian energy security as crude oil is a major component of
Indian imports from the country. According to the United States (US) Energy Information
Administration, Mexico is one of the largest producers of petroleum and other derivatives in the
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world – fourth in the Americas after the US, Canada and Brazil.  Mexico is also rich in non-fossil
energy sources including solar, wind and geothermal energy. Global commitments towards
climate change mitigation and reduction in greenhouse gas emissions are pushing countries the
world over to move away from fossil fuel to cleaner fuels. A recent report from McKinsey
suggests that Mexico has the potential to become a world leader in clean energy.7 It may prove
fruitful for India to expand cooperation with Mexico in the renewables sector, particularly in solar
energy.

In recent years, Mexico has shown interest in developing closer ties with African countries.
Unlike India, which shares a historical and structured relationship with Africa, Mexican contact
with the continent, particularly Sub-Saharan Africa, has been limited. Mexico’s commercial and
diplomatic footprint on the continent is small. It has eight embassies in Africa – Algeria, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Morocco, Nigeria and South Africa.8 However, looking at the economic
progress in Africa in recent decades, Mexico has shown interest in expanding diplomatic
presence there.9 In 2019, Deputy Foreign Minister Ventura visited Ethiopia, South Africa and
Ghana to further deepen the relations.10 On its part, India has initiated triangular development
cooperation with like-minded countries such as Japan, the US and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) in Africa. India could consider sharing experiences with Mexico and also future
collaboration in select African countries.

Mexico and India have had different viewpoints on the issue of nuclear non-proliferation.
However, during Prime Minister Modi’s 2016 visit, Mexico pledged support for India's bid to be
part of the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG).11 This was primarily in recognition of India’s
commitment to the international agenda of disarmament and non- proliferation of nuclear
weapons. While the NSG membership still alludes India, the Prime Minister’s visit helped in
tempering Mexico’s concerns on the issue.

Similarly, the two countries have differences on the issue of United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) reforms. Mexico has been a member of the United for Consensus (UfC) group that,
unlike India and the Group of Four members (Japan, Germany and Brazil), opposes the
expansion of permanent membership in the UNSC. The UfC had, instead, called for the
expansion of non-permanent membership in the UNSC. However, both India and Mexico are
non-permanent members of the Security Council for the period 2021-2022. This is a good
opportunity for both countries to set aside their differences on global governance issues, and
work closely on areas of mutual interest. For instance, New Delhi and Mexico City share
common concern over growing traditional and non-traditional security challenges, particularly the
rise of global terrorism. They can jointly push for an effective response to international terrorism,
reforming the multilateral system, and the adoption of a comprehensive approach to promoting
international peace and security.

The increased contact between India and Mexico also has immense potential for enhancing
commercial relations between the two countries. The 70th anniversary thus provides the impetus
for both countries to further deepen their partnership.

Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Manohar
Parrikar IDSA or of the Government of India.
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CHINA-RUSSIA TIES AS A MAJOR DETERMINANT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

In June 2019, Chinese President Xi Jinping described Russian President Vladimir Putin, as “my
best friend and colleague”. At no time since the founding of the People’s Republic of China in
1949 has such public bonhomie been seen between leaders of Russia and China. It has
sparked intense discussion on whether they are moving in the direction of a formal alliance, and
what that could mean for the rest of the world.

The triangular relationship between America, China and Russia has, for the most part, shaped
global politics since 1950. For the American Cold Warriors, the road to victory lay through
Peking; today, the Kremlin seems to believe that the road to revival of Russian power and
prestige similarly runs through it. India is not a part of this triangle; yet they represent our three
most consequential relationships. Hence, a proper appraisal of the Sino-Russian relationship will
be critical to our foreign policy calculus.

Also read | ‘Power of Siberia’ warms China-Russia ties

Even before COVID-19, the dynamics of this strategic triangle were changing. As Ambassador
J. Stapleton Roy, an American expert on both Russia and China, put it, for three decades the
Americans had occupied the favoured position in terms of its relations with the other two. China
seems to have assumed that position. Second, the disintegration of the Soviet Union essentially
negated the Russian threat in Chinese eyes. Both these trends will likely continue despite the
recent tensions in Sino-U.S. relations.

The three pillars on which the Sino-Russian partnership currently rests are a peaceful boundary,
expanding trade and a shared distrust of American intentions. Western sanctions have tended to
push the Russians closer to China. Falling oil prices and fears of new sanctions on Russian gas
supplies (Nord Stream 2) are demolishing the core of Russian exports to Europe, thus
compelling them to depend to an even greater degree on the Chinese. Ironically, even though it
is in neither Russia’s nor the European Union’s interest to hasten a bi-polar world, western
actions to punish Russia have served to strengthen China’s position in the strategic triangle.

It is no coincidence, as Russian experts Alexander Gabuev and Temur Umarov have shown,
that after the western sanctions, China-Russia trade has more than doubled to $108 billion,
Russia’s central bank has increased its Chinese currency reserves from less than one per cent
to over 13%, and China has surpassed Germany as the principal supplier of industrial plant and
technology. These economic positives appear to enhance what is seen in Washington and
European capitals, as a growing strategic convergence. Coordinated action in multilateral
forums, increasingly sophisticated joint military exercises, and including activities with third
countries such as Iran, reinforce western beliefs about it morphing into an alliance.

Comment | RIC, a triangle that is still important

Lost in this maze of concerns is one simple fact, namely that the growing power-gap is
threatening to further reduce Russian influence in their ‘near-abroad’ and to confine Russia to
the periphery of global power. Russia still regards itself as a world power and hopes to be at the
centre of a Eurasian arrangement that stretches from the Pacific to the Atlantic. It considers
U.S.-led hegemony as the primary threat to this vision, and this leads them on to make common
cause with China. That does not automatically translate into a formal alliance, nor does it make
their concerns about China disappear.
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The three pillars on which the relationship stands are not as sturdy as they may seem. Take, for
example, the fact of their peaceful border. Mr. Xi’s talk of “rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation”
has raised fears about Chinese revanchism. In an essay published by former Vice Foreign
Minister Fu Ying in 2016, who is seen as an authoritative voice of influence in China, she frankly
acknowledges that China’s rise has produced discomfort among some Russians. Fu Ying notes
that some Chinese continue to nurse historical grievances despite the formal resolution of the
border issue, and still make critical references to the nearly 600,000 square miles of Chinese
territory that Tsarist Russia allegedly annexed in the late 19th century. Add to this the Russian
concerns over Chinese migration in the Russian Far East, and it would not be improper to
surmise that policymakers in Moscow must be concerned about the possibility of China
becoming a threat Russia’s territorial integrity.

Also read | Russia begins discreet moves to defuse India-China tension

As for the economic pillar, while Russia presently enjoys a nominal trade surplus, going beyond
gross trade to value-added trade, China has a clear advantage going forward. Most of its
exports to Russia are now at a higher technology level while the share of labour-intensive goods
has declined. At the other end of the spectrum, Russian exports have continued to focus on raw
materials, especially oil and gas. Despite Chinese promises, the investment relationship remains
subdued except where it has suited China’s core energy interests, such as the $400 billion deal
over 30 years to supply gas to China along the 1,800 miles long pipeline known as the Power of
Siberia.

Russia remains wary about allowing any dominating role for China in oil and gas. In fact, over
the long term, their economic interests are divergent. Russia presumably thinks to control China
through its energy dependency, a situation that the Chinese will not accept; and China feels that
it can integrate Russia into its economy by re-directing Russian oil and gas eastwards but, while
Russia needs financing, it is unlikely to give up its economic independence or sovereignty.

As for their shared dislike of Washington, each still hopes to repair ties and, therefore, neither
trusts the other fully with respect to the third leg of the strategic triangle. If they share a current
concern over American plans for “regime-change”, it has led them to mind each other’s backs,
but that does not necessarily make for a long-term meeting of minds. The supply of the S-400
missile system to China is touted as an example of the budding strategic alliance; but is it not
also possible that this sale could well be one of the last chances for Russia to engage in a major
sale of military equipment to China before the latter becomes self-sufficient in defence?

The new reality of Sino-Russian relations is thus one where substantial expansion of bilateral
cooperation is accompanied by growing asymmetry and China’s pre-eminence, including in
Russian ‘backyards’ such as Central Asia and the Arctic regions. Moscow is in real danger of
permanently becoming the ‘junior partner’.

Russia, China diverge on Kashmir issue

Sumit Ganguly, in his article in Foreign Policy last month, makes out a case for India to re-
calculate its relationship with Russia. His contention is that the politically reliable, trustworthy
defence supplier with shared misgivings about the Dragon, that was the Soviet Union of yore,
has long been replaced by a politically agnostic, commercially motivated Russia that no longer
shares our concerns about China. This might be valid if China is the principal factor in our
relations with Russia, but that is not the case. It never was even in the 1960s and the 1970s. A
strategic partnership with Russia based on the absence of fundamental conflicts of interest and
a shared belief that some form of multipolarity is better than any sort of Sino-U.S. condominium,
is important for India, and this relationship deserves more attention from both sides. In the words

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/ladakh-face-off-russia-begins-discreet-moves-to-defuse-india-china-tension/article31873222.ece
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of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in Moscow on September 20, 1982, “the garden of friendship like
all gardens must be consistently tended”.

Vijay Gokhale is a former Foreign Secretary of India and a former Ambassador to Germany and
to China
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FORMALISING A KNOWN REALITY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

File Photo: Abu Dhabi's Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan   | Photo Credit: AFP

Several Western policymakers and analysts have touted the recently announced normalisation
agreement between the UAE and Israel as a game changer in West Asia. U.S. President Donald
Trump announced the agreement with great fanfare declaring, “This deal is a significant step
towards building a more peaceful, secure and prosperous Middle East” and would lead to
greater cooperation in the investment, tourism, security, technology, and energy sectors. UAE
agreed to “full normalisation of relations” with Israel in exchange for the latter “suspending”
annexation of parts of the occupied West Bank awarded to it by the Trump-Kushner Plan.

While assessing the importance of the deal, one needs to answer two questions. First, is there
anything really new about the agreement or does it merely formalise the de facto situation as it
pertains to Israel’s relations with the UAE and more broadly with the Gulf states? Second, who is
the principal beneficiary of the normalisation of relations between Israel and the UAE?

The Hindu Explains | Why has the Israel-UAE pact unsettled Palestine and Iran?

For those familiar with the development of Israel-UAE relations over the past few years, the
agreement is more like a “coming out” party, than a radical departure from the current situation.
It may have symbolic importance but does not add much to the substance of relations between
the two countries whose collaboration, especially in the security and technology sectors, has
been an open secret. Leading Israeli establishment figures have visited the UAE in the past
couple of years.

The same applies to Israel’s relations with other Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries,
especially Oman. In November 2019, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu visited Muscat
and met publicly with the then-Sultan Qaboos bin Said. The next day, the Omani Foreign
Minister called on GCC members to recognise Israel. The UAE’s action opens the door for the
establishment of formal diplomatic relations between Israel and other GCC states with Oman
and Bahrain, who have openly welcomed the deal, likely to lead the way. Saudi Arabia may not
follow suit immediately for fear that it may erode its credibility as the Keeper of the two holiest
Muslim shrines, but it is clearly headed in that direction. In April 2019, the Saudi Crown Prince,
endorsing the pro-Israel Trump peace proposal, declared, “The Palestinians need to accept
[Trump’s] proposal or stop complaining.”

Who then benefits from the agreement? While Mr. Netanyahu has agreed to “suspend”
annexation of parts of the West Bank in exchange for normalisation of relations, he has made it
clear that this is a temporary measure. In any case, the U.S. has insisted that the timing of the
annexation must be subject to Washington’s concurrence, which it is withholding for the
moment. Moreover, Joe Biden, the Democratic presidential candidate who is presently leading
the polls, has made clear his opposition to annexation, thus acting as a further deterrent for Mr.
Netanyahu’s plan. The temporary suspension of his annexation plan is a concession not to the
Crown Prince of UAE but one that has been forced on Mr. Netanyahu temporarily by American
policy. But, he has made it clear that he has merely postponed the plan, not abjured it
completely. In the long run, Israel is likely to have its cake and eat it too. Incidentally, the
Palestinians haven’t lost anything because the occupied West Bank has already been annexed
in all but in name.
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The Hindu In Focus podcast | How the Israel-UAE peace agreement changes the game in the
Middle East

The agreement does not change the strategic map of West Asia. Abu Dhabi’s open embrace of
Israel is driven by the fact that the UAE and most other members of the GCC look upon Israel as
their “protector” against Iran now that that they are unsure if the U.S., in its current retrenchment
mode, will come to their aid in case of a showdown with Tehran. But this is a well-known fact.
The deal merely lays bare the UAE’s and the GCC’s primary motive for courting Israel.

Mohammed Ayoob is University Distinguished Professor Emeritus of International Relations,
Michigan State University
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TROUBLED WATERS: ON EU-TURKEY RELATIONS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Tensions in the eastern Mediterranean soared last week, with Turkey sending an exploration
vessel, accompanied by a Navy fleet, to the disputed waters and France despatching warships
to assist Greece. The trigger for the recent hostility between Turkey and Greece, which have
historically shared troublesome relations, has been the discovery of gas in the Mediterranean
waters. The EU’s plans to transport the gas to its mainland, which would help reduce its
dependency on Russia, have raised the region’s geopolitical profile. Turkey and Greece have
overlapping maritime claims. But when EU members and its allies in West Asia and North Africa
made plans to build a gas pipeline from the Mediterranean to Europe’s mainland, they kept
Turkey out of it, which infuriated Ankara. Earlier this year, the EastMed Gas Forum was formed
by Cyprus, Egypt, Greece, Israel, Italy, Jordan and Palestine, and Turkey was again excluded.
But Turkey challenged the pipeline project and reached an agreement with Libya’s Tripoli-based
government, which Ankara is backing, to form an exclusive economic zone (EEZ) from its
southern shores to Libya’s northern coast across the Mediterranean. Greece claimed the
Turkish zone violated its maritime sovereignty. Later, Greece announced its EEZ with Egypt,
which clashes with Turkey’s zone. Immediately thereafter, Turkey sent its survey ship over.

Also read: Turkey hits out at France over sea stand-off

 

The highly complicated issue now has the potential to involve Europe, West Asia and North
Africa. It is difficult to demarcate the maritime boundaries in the eastern Mediterranean, which is
dotted with Turkish and Greek islands. Cyprus is physically divided with the southern part ruled
by the internationally-recognised government and the northern part controlled by Turkey.
Turkey’s survey ship plans exploration activities around Greece’s Crete Island, which lies just
outside the Turkish-Libya economic zone, and Greece and Cyprus call it a violation of their
sovereignty. France, the EU’s most powerful military force, has thrown its weight behind Greece
and Cyprus. Now, an alliance is emerging among Greece, Cyprus, Italy and France, which is
backed by Egypt, Israel and the UAE. Turkey stands almost isolated, but remains a key power in
the Mediterranean, which requires the EU to tread cautiously. If the EU wants to transport gas
from the coast of Israel to Europe via Cyprus and Italy, an open conflict with Turkey cannot help.
What is in everybody’s interest is to dial down tensions and find a diplomatic and mutually
acceptable solution to the gas contest. Excluding Turkey, which has a long Mediterranean coast,
is unwise. Allowing a resurgent Turkey to bully smaller powers in the region would be
strategically disastrous. The EU has to strike a balance between these two options.
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TIME FOR INDIA AND NEPAL TO MAKE UP
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Nepal

When the Nepal-India dispute over the Himalayan territory of Limpiyadhura flared up in May,
New Delhi opinion-makers presented it as the doing of an upstart nation run by a renegade
Prime Minister thumbing its nose at India, that too at Beijing’s instigation. Kathmandu’s polity
bristled at the accusation and the entire political spectrum came together in nationalist climax to
adopt a new map which included Limpiyadhura.

There has been much blood-letting over the past four months, with one side (India) petulant, the
other angry. New Delhi pointedly says it will sit for talks only after the COVID-19 pandemic and
some north Indian TV channels have targeted Nepal’s Prime Minister K.P. Oli with revolting
coverage. In turn, he abandoned diplomatic decorum to question India’s commitment to
‘satyameva jayate’ and then claimed the true birthplace of Lord Ram was situated in present-day
Nepal.

This tailspin must be halted so that the most exemplary inter-state relationship of South Asia
may recover. De-escalation must happen before the social, cultural and economic flows across
the open border suffer long-term damage.

Right off the bat, New Delhi analysts must try and understand why Nepal does not have an
‘independence day’. It would help them in unravelling the Limpiyadhura tangle and accepting the
need to go back to the archival papers (and misdemeanours) of the East India Company and the
successive Viceroys and Governors General — right down to the imperious present.

Also read: Why are India and Nepal fighting over Kalapani?

From the Kathmandu perspective, Indian diplomacy seems increasingly unresponsive under the
centralised control of the Prime Minister’s Office. As geopolitical capacity dwindled, Indian
commentators have returned to lambasting hapless Pakistan while ignoring China, the true
would-be adversary.

With regard to China, New Delhi has nurtured a paralysing paranoia regarding the Himalayan
range that goes back to the 1962 debacle, a condition now worsened by the Galwan intrusion.
Nepal, Bhutan and India’s own Himalayan tracts are regarded merely as strategic buffers under
this ossified policy. In addition, there is the constant preoccupation with neighbours who have
supposedly ‘sold out’ to China. A confident nation-state without fear of abandonment would have
behaved differently on Limpiyadhura.

The cause of the chasm that has opened up between Kathmandu and Delhi relates to the
disputed ownership of the triangle north of Kumaon, including the Limpiyadhura ridgeline, the
high pass into Tibet at Lipu Lek, and the Kalapani area hosting an Indian Army garrison.

New Delhi’s position on the dispute is based on its decades-long possession of the territory,
coupled with Kathmandu’s implied acquiescence through its silence and the omission of
Limpiyadhura on its own official maps.

Nepal’s claim is centred on the Treaty of Sugauli (1815), whose language reads the “Rajah of
Nipal renounces all claim to the countries lying to the west of the River Kali”. No agreement has
superseded that treaty, and so no subsequent cartographic chicanery by the Company Sarkar or
successor governments can undermine the 1815 document. Essentially, Nepal wants to stay
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with what was considered the upstream Kali at the time of the treaty’s signing 205 years ago.

While the colonised parts of South Asia have had to deal western surnames that pervade their
maps and frontiers, such as Radcliffe, McMahon and Durand, a historically evolved country such
as Nepal would tend to rely more on proof of continuous state administration.

Journalist Bhairab Risal (who celebrated his 93rd birthday on August 13) was the government
official conducting the 1953 national census in the Limpiyadhura villages, whose citizens also
voted in the first democratic elections of 1959. Land records were kept in Nepal’s district
headquarters of Darchula and Baitadi until access was blocked in the 1960s by the Indian base
at Kalapani.

Kathmandu responded with sensitivity to Indian strategic concerns before and after the 1962
China-India war by allowing the Indian army post to be stationed within what was clearly its
territory at Kalapani and not publicly demanding its withdrawal. However, following the advent of
democracy in 1990, the demand for evacuation of Kalapani gained momentum.

Kathmandu’s diplomats deny the accusation of passivity over the decades, saying that as the
weaker power, Nepal preferred quiet diplomacy and that Kalapani had never been off the table
since talks began in the early 1980s. As for the ‘possession’ argument, if control of a disputed
region were to confirm ownership, then what of China’s continuous hold over Aksai Chin since
Independence? Regarding the suggestion of Nepal acting on China’s ‘behest’, in fact
Kathmandu considers China complicit on Lipu Lek, and has lodged strong protests with Beijing
regarding its joint plans with New Delhi on use of the high pass.

From the time when a joint communiqué was issued in 1997 during I.K. Gujral’s prime
ministership down to the present time of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the two governments
have agreed that a territorial dispute exists on upstream Kali and have assigned negotiators. A
border demarcation team was able to delineate 98% of the 1,751 km Nepal-India frontier, but not
Susta along the Gandaki flats and the upper tracts of the Kali.

In 2014, India’s External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj agreed to the establishment of a
Border Working Group, which was announced by Prime Minister Modi and Prime Minister Sushil
Koirala. It too failed to make headway. In August 2019, India’s Minister for External Affairs S.
Jaishanker and Nepal’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Pradip Gyawali assigned the task to the two
Foreign Secretaries. That was where matters rested, with India dragging its feet on the Foreign
Secretaries’ meeting, when things went awry.

Nepal has been keen to sort out the matter away from the limelight. It was after India published
its new political map in November following the bifurcation of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh
that the pressure arose for Kathmandu to put out its own map incorporating the Limpiyadhura
finger. The government cartographers got busy.

Knowing full well the dangers of taking on the Indian lion, Prime Minister Oli held off on the map
release while waiting for New Delhi to come to the table. But diplomacy did not get a chance,
with the Ministry of Defence evidently having kept even South Block in the dark until India’s
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, with much fanfare, digitally ‘inaugurated’ the unfinished track to
Lipu Lek on May 8.

Prime Minister Oli’s position became untenable, and he proceeded with the constitutional
amendment to certify the new map. Indian diplomats lobbied to keep Nepal’s Parliament from
adopting the amendment, but Kathmandu needed it for the sake of cartographic parity with India
in future talks.
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Truth be told — that the Limpiyadhura triangle exists now on the maps of both countries should
not obstruct negotiations, when you consider that the smaller area of Kalapani, too, has
remained on the maps of both countries for decades. And, life has gone on.

The ice was broken on August 15 when Prime Minister Oli called Prime Minister Modi on the
occasion of India’s Independence Day, but that is just the beginning. Talks must be held, for
which the video conference facility that has existed between the two Foreign Secretaries must
be re-activated.

Delay will wound the people of Nepal socially, culturally and economically. As the larger country,
India may think it will hurt less, but only if it disregards its poorest citizens from Purvanchal to
Bihar and Odisha, who rely on substantial remittance from Nepal.

India does have experience of successfully resolving territorial disputes with Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka and even Pakistan bilaterally and through third-party adjudication. Given political will at
the topmost level, it should be possible to douse the Limpiyadhura volcano just as quickly as it
has erupted.

One difficulty is the apparent absence of backchannel diplomacy between the two capitals,
which helped in ending the 2015 blockade. Today, India’s Prime Minister’s Office exercises such
exclusive power that all channels have dried up. The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh leadership
might have been approached, but that was the very category Prime Minister Oli riled with his
Ayodhya-in-Nepal claim.

There is an immediate need to de-escalate and compartmentalise. The first requires verbal
restraint on the part of Prime Minister Oli and India’s willingness to talk even as the pandemic
continues. While India’s Foreign Office has thankfully remained restrained in its statements,
India is required to maintain status quo in the disputed area. This means halting construction on
the Lipu Lek track, which is the immediate cause of the present crisis.

With the Prime Ministers setting the tone, the negotiating teams must meet with archival papers,
treaties and agreements, administrative records, communications, maps and drawings. The
formal negotiations should begin with ab initio public commitment by both sides to redraw their
respective maps according to the negotiated settlement as and when it happens.

Not to prejudge the outcome, if Nepal were to gain full possession of Limpiyadhura, it should
declare the area a ‘zone of peace and pilgrimage’. The larger area must be demilitarised by both
neighbours to ensure security for themselves, while the Kailash-Manasarovar route is kept open
for pilgrims. The idea is certainly worth a thought: a Limpiyadhura Zone of Peace and
Pilgrimage.

Kanak Mani Dixit, a writer and journalist based in Kathmandu, is founding Editor of the
magazine, ‘Himal Southasian’
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KASHMIR FIGURES IN CHINA-PAK. DIALOGUE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

China and Pakistan on Friday said they would firmly back each other on “core national
interests”, as their Foreign Ministers discussed the Kashmir issue in their annual strategic
dialogue.

China said Pakistan was “its staunchest partner in the region” and it would “firmly support” the
country “in safeguarding its territorial integrity, sovereignty and independence” and in “striving for
a better external security environment,” according to a “joint press release” from Pakistan’s
Foreign Ministry.

At the talks in China’s Hainan province, China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi and his counterpart
Shah Mahmood Qureshi both “underlined that a peaceful, stable, cooperative and prosperous
South Asia was in common interest of all parties,” the release said.

“Parties need to settle disputes and issues in the region through dialogue on the basis of
equality and mutual respect,” the release said.

“The Pakistani side briefed the Chinese side on the situation in Jammu and Kashmir, including
its concerns, position and current urgent issues. The Chinese side reiterated that the Kashmir
issue is a dispute left over from history between India and Pakistan, which is an objective fact,
and that the dispute should be resolved peacefully and properly through the UN Charter,
relevant Security Council resolutions and bilateral agreements. China opposes any unilateral
actions that complicate the situation.”

China’s comments on “unilateral actions” echoed Beijing’s multiple statements last year that hit
out at India’s move to dilute Article 370 and end statehood for Jammu and Kashmir.

Xi’s message

On Friday, China also released what it called “an oral message” from President Xi Jinping to his
Pakistani counterpart, as well as a statement made by Mr. Wang, the Foreign Minister, at the
talks. Both those statements did not mention the Kashmir issue.

Mr. Xi, in a message sent to mark the second meeting of a consultation mechanism among the
political parties of both countries under the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) plan,
described the two countries as “brothers and partners” and the CPEC as a landmark project of
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

The press release from Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry said both sides “agreed on continuing their
firm support on issues concerning each other’s core national interests.”

“The Chinese side reiterated that Pakistan and China are iron brothers and Pakistan remains
China’s staunchest partner in the region and that China firmly supports Pakistan in safeguarding
its territorial integrity, sovereignty and independence, independently choosing a development
path based on its national conditions, striving for a better external security environment and
playing a more constructive role on international and regional affairs,” it said. “The Pakistani side
appreciated China for standing together with Pakistan in safeguarding its national security and
sovereignty.”
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THE UAE-ISRAEL AGREEMENT: A STEP TOWARDS
PEACE?

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

More from the author

The US-Israel-UAE joint statement of August 13 might have come as a surprise for many, but for
those following the trajectory of the growing contacts between the Arab Gulf States and Israel,
this was long in the making. Released by President Donald Trump, the joint statement promises
to normalise diplomatic, political, economic and cultural relations between Israel and the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), strengthening the already growing political and diplomatic contacts
between the two countries.1 The question, however, is how will it impact the complicated Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and whether it will have any effect on the Israeli-Arab relations. Though only
time will tell the true efficacy of the move, it is likely to positively impact the Gulf-Israel relations
but unlikely to significantly alter the course of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Notwithstanding the significance of the move, the timing of the announcement is important. It
underlines President Trump’s attempt to show a tangible foreign policy achievement ahead of
his re-election bid for the second term, especially given that the mismanagement of the COVID-
19 pandemic has given Democratic contender Joe Biden a slight edge over him. The August 13
announcement might not help Trump’s effort to revive the Middle East peace process but it can
be counted as an achievement for the “Deal of the Century” that the Trump Administration has
for the last three and half years invested significant resources to bring to reality.

The announcement is indeed a momentous development akin to the 1978 Egypt-Israel peace or
the Camp David Accord, as it came to be known. However, the likely impact of the UAE-Israel
normalisation can be even bigger for the Arab-Israeli relations. This is especially true as the
Camp David Accord only led to a Cold Peace between Israel and Egypt and did not gain much
traction in the Arab world. But given the fact that some Arab Gulf countries have already
expressed their support for Trump’s “Peace to Prosperity”2 plan and have quietly developed
contacts with Israel, three things are quite clear.

Firstly, this is the clearest sign of change in the instance of the Arab Gulf towards Israel. The
process began post-Arab Spring and the sharpening geopolitics in the Middle East (or West
Asia) further expedited it. The threat perception among Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Bahrain vis-
à-vis Iran’s regional policy and Israeli reading of Iran as a national security challenge led to
increased security-oriented contacts between the Arab Gulf states and Israel. This was followed
up with secret meetings between Israeli and Gulf officials as well as members of the royal
families. While initially meetings were organised secretly in third countries, later they began to
be held in public in Israeli or Arab territories. For example, a secret meeting between Emirati
Foreign Minister Abdullah bin Zayed and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu took place
in Washington in 2012. The meeting remained a secret until it was reported in the Israeli media
in 2017.3

Fast forward four years, in July 2016, an unofficial Saudi delegation led by a former Saudi
military officer, Anwar Eshki, visited Israel to discuss prospects for the Arab Peace Initiative.4 In
October 2018, Netanyahu visited Oman and met Sultan Qaboos while the Israeli Culture and
Sports Minister, Miri Regev, visited Abu Dhabi along with the national Judo team participating in
a Judo championship. Trump Administration’s effort to enlist the support of Arab Gulf States in

/taxonomy/term/2158
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reviving the Middle East peace process added to the rapprochement between the Gulf countries
and Israel.

Secondly, the Gulf countries have worked towards overcoming the anti-Israel public opinion
prevalent in the Arab-Islamic world. They have used various tools including popular culture,
social media, and local influencers to moderate the public opinion that has largely been
antagonistic towards Israel. For example, the Arabic entertainment channel, MBC, broadcast a
television drama series Umm Haroun during Ramadan 2020 which explored the taboo issue of
Jews who lived in the Arabian Peninsula.5 Similarly, Arabic newspapers owned or supported by
members of the Saudi royal family, such as Asharq al-Awsat, have published columns
advocating better ties with Israel to counter the Iranian threat.6 Considered a taboo until a
decade ago, the public discourse supportive of better ties with Israel and in favour of improving
Jewish-Muslim relations might not have been possible without the state patronage.

Thirdly, other Gulf countries especially Bahrain and Oman who have come out strongly in
support of the Emirati move to normalise relations with Israel might follow suit. Saudi Arabia,
Morocco and Qatar who also maintain unofficial contacts with Israel might eventually change
their official position vis-à-vis Israel. Once the UAE-Israel normalisation agreement is formally
signed, the Emirates will become the fourth Arab country to have done so. However, unlike
earlier efforts at normalising ties between Israel and Jordan, Egypt and Mauritania7, which did
not change the collective position of the Arab world, the normalisation of ties with the UAE,
which is emerging as one of the most influential regional states, can be a breakthrough
especially in terms of the Gulf-Israel rapprochement.

Notwithstanding the significance of the announcement for the Arab-Israel relations, the
normalisation of the UAE-Israeli ties is unlikely to dramatically alter the course of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. All Palestinian factions including the Palestinian Authority led by Mahmoud
Abbas and Hamas that rule the Gaza Strip have been antithetical to the Gulf-Israeli
rapprochement, and have condemned all moves by the Trump Administration to revive the
peace process as biased in favour of Israel. They have reacted sharply to the August 13 joint
statement and have condemned the Emirati move as a decision taken “at the expense of the
legitimate Palestinian national rights.”8 Within Israel, the constituency supportive of the
internationally accepted two-state solution based on the 1967 boundaries has become
increasingly slender. It means that for any Israeli leader it will be difficult to give up claims over
the West Bank, popularly referred to as Judea and Samaria in Israeli discourse. Though
Netanyahu agreed to defer the West Bank annexation plan in lieu of this “diplomatic
breakthrough,” it is unlikely to permanently alter Israeli claims over the Jordan Valley. This is
especially so because it is critical to the Israeli security. It will also mean end of settlements in
the disputed areas that will prove costly for any Israeli leader.

The normalisation of relations between the UAE and Israel is a historic development and a step
forward in the rapprochement between the Arab Gulf and Israel. It can as well have a far-
reaching impact on the regional geopolitics. For the Trump Administration, it can count as a
significant foreign policy achievement, and for Netanyahu, it can be a gamble for his political
survival. But, as far as the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is concerned, this may not be the
breakthrough towards a lasting peace.

Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Manohar
Parrikar IDSA or of the Government of India.

http://www.pugwashindia.com
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2020-08-24

A DEEPENING ALLIANCE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

There were no dramatic announcements from the meeting between the Pakistan Foreign
Minister, Shah Mahmood Qureshi and his Chinese counterpart, Wang Yi, late last week in the
Chinese island province of Hainan. It was about the further consolidation of the all-weather
partnership between Islamabad and Beijing across a broadening range of issues —from
economic and commercial to the political and security. What makes this round of Sino-Pak
strategic dialogue significant is the rapid deterioration of India-China ties amidst the unresolved
military standoff in eastern Ladakh. India has had to cope with the consequences of the China-
Pak partnership that can be traced back to the mid 1950s. Yet, Delhi has continuously
underestimated the deepest sources animating it. To make matters worse, Delhi has always
over-determined the prospects for its own partnership with China and its ability to transcend the
Sino-Pak alliance.

For Delhi, the immediate concern is about intensive Sino-Pak political coordination on Kashmir.
China has lent strong support to Islamabad’s efforts to mobilise international condemnation of
Delhi’s constitutional changes in Kashmir since late last year. The joint statement issued after
the talks between Wang and Qureshi saw China reaffirm its criticism of India’s “unilateral
actions” in Kashmir. As part of the commitment on both sides to support the “core interests” of
the other, Pakistan expressed support for China’s repression of the majority Muslim community
in Beijing’s far western province of Xinjiang. The point here is not about Pakistan’s double
standards in raising human rights concerns about Kashmir and supporting China in Xinjiang.
Hypocrisy is very much part of international relations. The real story is about the deep
foundations of the Sino-Pak alliance that transcend religion and are tied to shared interests of
the two nations in containing India.

India, however, has been reluctant to confront this central reality — which continues to express
itself in multiple ways. These range from the construction of the Karakoram Highway through
Kashmir in the 1970s to the expansive China-Pakistan Economic Corridor of the present and
from Beijing’s nuclear and missile assistance to Pakistan in the 1980s to the integration of
Pakistani naval forces and bases into China’s ambitious Indian Ocean strategy. Even as it fends
off their coordinated attempt to put India in the international dock on Kashmir, Delhi must
prepare for a full range of other contingencies — from Sino-Pak joint support to insurgent groups
in India’s Northeast to probing India’s other internal, regional and international vulnerabilities.
Recognising the challenge of the Sino-Pak alliance is necessarily the first step in any Indian
strategy to cope with it in the days ahead.

 The Indian Express is now on Telegram. Click here to join our channel (@indianexpress)
and stay updated with the latest headlines
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-24

THINKING THROUGH THE NEPAL POLICY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Nepal

On August 15, Nepal Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli made a friendly gesture towards India by
telephoning Prime Minister Narendra Modi to convey greetings on India’s Independence Day.
This should be welcomed. This was followed by a meeting of the India-Nepal Joint Project
Monitoring Committee on August 17 chaired by the Indian Ambassador to Nepal and the Nepal
Foreign Secretary.

The committee was set up to review progress in the large number of bilateral cooperation
projects. An India-Nepal Joint Commission meeting at the level of Foreign Ministers is due later
in October but may be held virtually due to the novel coronavirus pandemic. But will the two
sides hold Foreign Secretary-level talks on the vexed boundary issue that is related to Kalapani
and Susta?

Comment | For a reset in India-Nepal relations

The Nepali side has upset the apple cart by taking a series of unilateral actions. A relatively
minor dispute involving about 35 square kilometres of territory around the Kalapani springs, was
expanded to claim a large wedge of Indian territory towards the east, measuring nearly 400
square kilometres. The expanded claim was incorporated into Nepal through a constitutional
amendment and a revised official map. India has been confronted with a fait accompli though
Nepal has conveyed its willingness to negotiate on the issue in Foreign Secretary-level talks.
India should be willing to engage in talks with Nepal on all aspects of India-Nepal relations. But
any talks on the Kalapani issue should be limited to the area which was the original subject for
negotiations and Susta. To agree to talks which include the unilateral changes will create a very
bad precedent not only in India-Nepal relations but in managing India’s borders in general. This
is irrespective of Nepal presenting historical documents or maps which support its claims.

Borders which have been accepted by both sides for more than 100 years and which have also
been reflected on their official maps cannot be unilaterally altered by one side coming up with
archival material which has surfaced in the meantime. This would make national boundaries
unstable and shifting, and create avoidable controversies between countries as is the case now
between India and Nepal.

The Treaty of Sugauli of 1816 sets the Kali river as the boundary between the two countries in
the western sector. There was no map attached to the treaty. Nepal is now claiming that the
main tributary of the Kalapani river rises east of the Lipu Lekh pass from the Limpiyadhura
ridgeline and hence should serve as the border. Even if the lengthiest tributary may be one
principle for a riverine boundary, which is itself debatable, it is not the only one. There are many
boundaries which do not follow any geographical principle at all but are the result of historical
circumstances, mutual agreement and legal recognition.

Editorial | No longer special: On India-Nepal ties

The fact is that once the British side carried out detailed surveys of the region, they consistently
showed the India-Nepal border heading due north of Kalapani springs to a few kilometres east of
the Lipu Lekh Pass. This alignment never changed in subsequent years and was also reflected
in Nepali official maps. This is just a fact.

It has been argued that it was the East India Company and successor governments which

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/nepal-pm-oli-calls-up-modi-on-independence-day/article32362237.ece
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engaged in “cartographic chicanery” to shift the source of the Kali river towards the east. What
prevented successive Nepali governments to reject such chicanery and assert the Nepali claim?
There is no record of such a claim being raised at any point including when the Company was in
a generous mood, having received Nepali help in putting down the 1857 Indian war of
independence.

Also read | India reiterates civilisational ties with Nepal

In 1969, the then Prime Minister of Nepal Kirti Nidhi Bisht, demanded that India military
personnel manning 17 villages along the Nepal-Tibet border since the early 1950s be withdrawn.
Here is the National Panchayat record of Bisht’s statement: “The Minister informed that the
check posts manned by the Indian nationals exist in seventeen villages — Gumsha, Mustang,
Namche Bazar, Lamabagar, Kodari, Thula, Thumshe, Thulo, Olanchung Dola, Mugu,Simikot,
Tin Kar, Chepuwa, Jhumshung, Pushu, Basuwa and Selubash.”

If Lipu Lekh and Kalapani were on Nepali territory then why were they omitted from the list?

I have pointed out earlier that the argument that the omission was due to Nepali “magnanimity”
taking into account India’s security concerns vis-à-vis China is laughable. The withdrawal of
Indian military personnel from the Nepal-Tibet border was precisely to win brownie points with
China.

Also read | Nepal, India in war of words over Buddha’s origins

The inconvenient fact is that the Chinese, at least since 1954, have accepted Lipu Lekh Pass as
being in Indian territory. In the Nepal-China boundary agreement of 1960, the starting point of
the boundary is clearly designated at a point just west of the Tinker Pass.

In a recent article (The Hindu, Editorial page, August 19, 2020), Nepali journalist Kanak Mani
Dixit advised Indians “must try and understand why Nepal does not have an ‘independence
day’”, the implication being that Indians should with humility remember their history as a
colonised country while Nepal was always an independent nation. Independence Day has
meaning for us because we engaged in a long and painful struggle for independence from
British colonial rule. We also recall that it was the ruler of” independent” Nepal which sent troops
to fight alongside the East India Company, mercilessly killing those who were fighting India’s first
war of independence. The same independent country was happy to receive as reward chunks of
Indian territory in the Terai through the treaty of 1861. If no agreement has superseded the
Sugauli treaty as has been claimed then, perhaps the “Naya Muluk” received after Nepal’s
alliance with the Company against Indians fighting for freedom, should be restituted. Or should
this brand of “chicanery” be excused since it benefited Nepal?

Comment | Resume dialogue with Nepal now

Reversing history selectively may seem tempting but it can open a Pandora’s box which may
have irretrievably negative consequences for what Mr. Dixit rightly describes as “the most
exemplary inter-state relationship of South Asia”.

For India, more than the exemplary inter-state relationship, it is the unique people-to-people
relations between India and Nepal; and, fortunately, inter-state relations have been unable to
undermine the dense affinities that bind our peoples together. While India should reject the
Nepali state’s ill-conceived territorial claims, it should do everything to nurture the invaluable
asset it has in the goodwill of the people of Nepal.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-reiterates-civilisational-ties-with-nepal/article31806643.ece
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Shyam Saran is a former Foreign Secretary and Senior Fellow, Centre for Policy Research. He
was India’s Ambassador to Nepal in 2002-04
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-08-25

'FIVE BIG LIES OF PAKISTAN EXPOSED', SAYS INDIAN
MISSION AT UN

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

New York: India on Monday (local time) hit out at Pakistan over lies peddled by its mission at
UN. In a strong statement, the Indian Mission said that Pakistan has put out a false statement
claiming that their envoy Munir Akram spoke at the United Nations Security Council while the
session was not open to non-members.

"We have seen a statement put out by the Pakistan Mission to the UN, claiming that these
remarks were made by the Permanent Representative of Pakistan at the UN Security Council.
We fail to comprehend where exactly did the Permanent Representative of Pakistan make his
statement since the Security Council Session today was not open to non-members of the
Security Council", Indian mission at UN said in a statement.

The statement further says that the detailed statement exposed the 'five big lies' being peddled
and pushed by Pakistan.

Dismissing assertions that Pakistan has been a target of cross-border terrorism for decades, the
Indian Mission in its statement said: "A lie repeated a hundred times will not become truth. The
biggest sponsor of cross-border terrorism against India now tries to masquerade itself as a
victim of terrorism by India!"

"Pakistan is home to the largest number of terrorists proscribed by the United Nations. Many of
the sanctioned terrorists and entities continue to operate with impunity inside Pakistan. Prime
Minister of Pakistan admitted at the UN General Assembly in 2019, the presence of 40,000-
50,000 terrorists inside Pakistan," it added.

It further rejected the claim that Pakistan has decimated Al Qaeda from the region.

"The claim that Pakistan has decimated Al Qaeda from the region. Perhaps, the Permanent
Representative of Pakistan is not aware that Osama Bin Laden was hiding in their own country
in plain sight, and it is the US forces which got him inside Pakistan. Nor have they heard their
Prime Minister refer to Osama Bin Laden as a "martyr"," the statement read.

Indian Mission at UN said Pakistan makes the "laughable claim that India has hired terrorist as
mercenaries to hit them."

"Coming from a country which is a known sponsor of cross-border terrorism, which has made
the world suffer due to its actions, this claim is nothing short of being preposterous!" it said.

The statement also rejected claims of Indians being in 1267 sanctions list. "The 1267 Sanctions
list is public, and the world can see none of these individuals are in it. The 1267 Committee
works on the basis of evidence, and not random accusations thrown in to divert their time and
attention," read the statement.

Further, it slammed Pakistan for making "ridiculous assertions" about internal affairs of India.

"Pakistan makes ridiculous assertions about internal affairs of India. This is a country whose
minority population has dropped drastically from 1947 to what it is today which is just about 3
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per cent, which is nothing short of systemic cleansing," it said.

"This is in addition to false allegations about India's sovereign actions in the Union Territory of
J&K, which are for the welfare of the people. The world has seen through their lies yet again,"
the statement added.

This comes after Pakistan's Permanent Representative Munir Akram put out a random
statement today masquerading it as if the statement was made by him to the United Nations
Security Council.

But for their purpose, the statement was picked up by Pakistani media and was portraying it as
Munir Akram's statement at the Security Council.

This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text.

Click here to read the Mint ePaperLivemint.com is now on Telegram. Join Livemint channel in
your Telegram and stay updated

Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.

Your session has expired, please login again.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-25

PALESTINE, NOW A FOOTNOTE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Tel Aviv City Hall is lit up with the flags of the United Arab Emirates and Israel as the countries
announced they would be establishing full diplomatic ties, in Tel Aviv, Israel, on Aug. 13, 2020.  
| Photo Credit: AP

In an agreement brokered by the U.S., Israel and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) have agreed
to establish full diplomatic relations. This is a historic moment for Israel. For a long time, Israel
was a state that no country in West Asia was to recognise, negotiate with or broker a peace with
until statehood was granted to the Palestinians. However, Israel managed to achieve full
diplomatic relations with Egypt in 1979 and then with Jordan in 1994. This is the third significant
win for Israeli foreign policy where it has managed to keep the precondition of Palestinian
statehood off the table and establish full diplomatic ties.

Soon after U.S. President Donald Trump announced the joint statement from Washington, the
Prime Minister of Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu, said it was a “historic day”. This sudden
development has surprised the world of diplomacy. Mr. Netanyahu has been an unconventional
politician. He has always been convinced that Israel can achieve peace with the Arab states on
its own terms, without using the old-school formula of ‘land for peace’. His Gulf diplomacy began
a few years ago. He sought the participation of Israeli sports teams in international tournaments
held in the UAE. The Israeli Culture and Sports Minister, Miri Regev, visited Abu Dhabi on an
official state visit in 2018. On an invitation from the U.S., Mr. Netanyahu met Arab leaders at a
conference in Warsaw in 2019. A video of this meeting, leaked by the Prime Minister’s Office,
showed Ministers of the Gulf countries defending Israel while speaking about the Iran issue.

Indeed, it is the Iran factor that has facilitated this friendship between Israel and the UAE. In fact,
since the time Mr. Netanyahu announced that he would extend Israeli sovereignty over parts of
the West Bank, there has been rhetoric against it. But because of Iran’s rising regional influence,
the UAE considers full diplomatic ties with Israel acceptable. Iran has sustained its nuclear
ambitions and has been politically resilient despite regional and international coercion. Also, led
by Saudi Arabia, the Gulf monarchies have been making desperate attempts to have a strategy
with the U.S. and Israel for maintaining the status quo.

This diplomatic win comes for Mr. Netanyahu in the middle of a legitimacy crisis. He has been
facing protests from the public in Jerusalem for more than a month. In the middle of the COVID-
19 pandemic, thousands of Israelis have been demanding his resignation. The Jewish diaspora
in the U.S. has also protested against him in solidarity with the Jews at home. In addition, he
stands on trial on charges of fraud, bribery and breach of trust. Just when everything appeared
to be out of control, he has surprised his supporters with this major diplomatic breakthrough.
What makes this victory sweeter for him is the vindication of his decade-long policy that Israel
will achieve peace on its own terms instead of making compromises and painful concessions.

The substantive political issues of the Palestinian people have withered away. For a long time,
the Palestinian issue has become a non-issue in the region. When she got the news of Israel-
UAE deal, Hanan Ashrawi, member of the executive committee of the Palestine Liberation
Organization, tweeted: “We are nobody’s fig leaf!” She also tweeted to the UAE leader,
Mohamed Bin Zayad, “May you never experience the agony of having your country stolen... May
you never be sold out by your ‘friends’.”

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/AP/
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The question of Palestine was not a precondition or part of the deal that Egypt signed with Israel
in 1979. Under Gamal Abdul Nasser’s leadership, Egypt was the leader of the Arab world, but
after Nasserism and the wars in 1967 and 1973, it realised that it did not have enough leverage
to compel Israel to accept the two-state solution. This was the case with Jordan too, when it
established full bilateral ties with Israel in 1994 leaving the Palestinian cause in the hands of
Yasser Arafat.

The Palestinian issue is a non-issue for the Arab rulers because it is not an existential matter.
There is solidarity among the Arab people with the Palestinians, but that’s about it. The ruling
class is not accountable to the public as most of the Arab rulers are not democratically elected
and often make decisions depending on the situation in the region. That’s how the Iranian factor
has moved them closer to Israel. Yasser Arafat was right in believing that it is childish for the
Palestinians to sit behind the autocratic Arab leaders. The agreement shows that the Palestinian
national movement needs to be reawakened, but there is no Arafat to lead it.

Khinvraj Jangid is Associate Professor and Director, Centre for Israel Studies, OP Jindal Global
University, Sonipat. Email: khinvraj@gmail.com
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-26

CHINA FLOATS BRICS 5G BASE AS INDIA MULLS BAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

China has proposed the creation of what it calls a ‘BRICS innovation base’ to take forward 5G
and Artificial Intelligence (AI) cooperation among the five countries, as their industry ministers
met virtually on Monday.

China’s Minister of Industry and Information Technology Xiao Yaqing “urged fellow nations,
including India, to boost cooperation in areas including 5G and AI”, Chinese media reported,
adding that China was “actively considering the establishment of a BRICS innovation base in
China, in order to strengthen practical cooperation with the BRICS”.

The move could pose an awkward question for India, which is the only country in the grouping
that is leaning towards excluding Chinese participation in the roll-out of its national 5G network.

Russia has said it would work with China on 5G, with Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov saying this
month they were open to working with Chinese telecommunications firm Huawei, which has
been largely banned by the United States.

South Africa, Brazil

In South Africa, Huawei is providing services to three of its telecom operators in the roll-out of
their 5G networks. Brazil has allowed participation in trials but is yet to take a final call, although
Vice President Hamilton Mourao indicated they would likely allow Huawei considering that “more
than a third” of Brazil’s 4G network operators use Huawei equipment. “Huawei has capacity
above its competitors and we do not yet see U.S. companies capable of defeating international
competition,” he said.

India is unlikely to allow Chinese participation in 5G, particularly in the wake of recent moves to
tighten investment from China and to ban 59 Chinese apps, citing national security concerns.
The ban, which followed the June clash in Galwan Valley, cited a “threat to the sovereignty and
integrity of India” posed by the apps.

Possible military ties

Indian intelligence assessments have also expressed concerns on the possible direct or indirect
links of several Chinese companies, including Huawei, with the Chinese military.

India has made clear a return to normalcy cannot be possible while tensions along the Line of
Actual Control remain unresolved.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-26

DOWN, BUT NOT OUT: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
ISLAMIC STATE PRESENCE IN WEST ASIA AND
NORTH AFRICA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The U.N. counterterrorism chief’s statement to the Security Council on the continuing presence
of Islamic State (IS) terrorists in West Asia, Africa and elsewhere should be seen as a serious
warning by the countries in these regions. Two years after the Sunni jihadist group was declared
defeated, more than 10,000 IS fighters remain active in Iraq and Syria, said Vladimir Voronkov.
IS-driven terror attacks are on the rise. Besides these two countries, where the IS had
established a proto-state in 2014 — destroyed by multilateral war efforts that lasted four years
— the terror outfit has a “province” in West Africa with nearly 3,000 fighters, according to the
UN. In war-torn Afghanistan, it continues to stage attacks, targeting ethnic and religious
minorities. The IS may no longer control any big city, but its rise from a breakaway faction of al-
Qaeda in Iraq to one of the world’s most potent terrorist groups should be a lesson for all
stakeholders. Ever since they lost territories, IS fighters withdrew from the front lines and started
operating in cells in the deserts, mountains and hinterlands of conflict-ridden countries.

Iraq and Syria are particularly vulnerable to the IS’s resurgence as these countries are yet to be
fully stabilised after the wars. In Syria, the Bashar al-Assad government has practically won the
civil war. But Syria is now a divided country. While the government controls most of the
territories, a coalition of jihadists and rebels is running the Idlib province. In the northeast, the
Kurdish rebels have declared autonomy. On the Syrian-Turkish border, Turkey, backed by pro-
Turkish rebels, has carved out a buffer and has been in permanent conflict with the Kurds.
Though there is an uneasy quiet in Syria, the situation is inflammable. Iraq, after months of
protests and instability, has finally got a government. But Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi is
torn between the U.S. and Iran. Pro-Iran Shia militias continue to target U.S. troops inside Iraq,
which could turn the country into a battlefield between Washington and Tehran. The story is not
very different in Africa. Libya has two governments, which were fighting each other till last
week’s ceasefire. The Libyan conflict has spilled over into Mali and Burkina Faso, where
jihadists have established a solid presence. Chaos breeds militancy, and as the main group here
is the IS, it would remain active as long as these countries remain unstable. The IS has its roots
in the U.S. invasion of Iraq. It started growing by exploiting the civil war in Syria. The regional
governments as well as their international backers (and rivals) should be mindful of this fact. If
they fail to address the regional fault-lines and continue to fight each other, the jihadists could
emerge winners once again.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-08-29

WITH VOLLEY OF MISSILE LAUNCHES, CHINA WARNS
US AIRCRAFT CARRIERS TO STAY AWAY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

China’s latest volley of missile launches into the world’s most hotly contested body of water
served as a warning to two key U.S. targets: aircraft carriers and regional bases.

The missiles launched into the South China Sea on Wednesday included the DF-21D and DF-
26B, the South China Morning Post reported, citing a person close to the People’s Liberation
Army. Those weapons are central to China’s strategy of deterring any military action off its
eastern coast by threatening to destroy the major sources of U.S. power projection in the region.

“China is signaling to the U.S., its allies and partners that China has an answer to America’s
aircraft-carrier strike groups, an answer that is always available and not dependent on
deployment schedules," said Carl Schuster, an adjunct faculty member of Hawaii Pacific
University’s diplomacy and military science program and a former operations director at U.S.
Pacific Command’s Joint Intelligence Center. “In effect, China is saying, ‘If the U.S. puts two
carriers in the South China Sea, we send aircraft carrier-killer missiles there.’"

The launches show the U.S. the growing cost of any armed conflict, with a high-profile reminder
of China’s increasing arsenal of medium- and intermediate-range ballistic missiles. President Xi
Jinping rolled out the new PLA Rocket Force as part of a massive military parade in October,
showcasing a capability that is challenging American military superiority in Asia for the first time
since World War II. Researchers at the University of Sydney warned last year that Chinese
missiles could wipe out U.S. bases in the “opening hours" of any conflict.

A U.S. defense official who asked not to be identified told Bloomberg News that China fired four
medium-range ballistic missiles during a series of military exercises this week. They landed in
the sea between China’s southern Hainan Island and the disputed Paracel chain near Vietnam,
the official said, not far from where U.S. carriers conducted drills in recent weeks to back up the
Trump administration’s decision to challenge Beijing’s sovereignty claims.

“Conducting military exercises over disputed territory in the South China Sea is
counterproductive to easing tensions and maintaining stability," the Pentagon said in a
statement Thursday. China’s “actions, including missile tests, further destabilize the situation in
the South China Sea."

The Chinese Defense Ministry reiterated its contention that the exercises weren’t directed at any
one nation Thursday, without mentioning the missile launch. Still, ministry spokesman Senior
Colonel Wu Qian accused “some U.S. politicians" of trying to provoke a conflict between the two
nations, telling a briefing in Beijing that China was “not afraid."

On Thursday, China’s military issued a statement saying it expelled a U.S. Navy guided-missile
destroyer that “trespassed" into waters near the Paracel Islands, calling the ship’s move
“provocative."

The missile tests appeared intended for U.S. consumption, rather than a domestic audience,
with coverage on the country’s heavily censored internet largely limited to foreign media reports.
Earlier this week, China protested an American U-2 spy plane’s flight near the exercise zone in

https://www.livemint.com/news/world/china-has-escalated-its-activities-by-firing-ballistic-missiles-in-scs-pentagon-11598580520599.html
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the East China Sea, presumably to glean intelligence about the country’s capabilities.

“The aim is to test the capability of the troops," said Li Jie, a Beijing-based naval expert, who
stopped short of confirming the missile test. “You could say it is sending a warning to the U.S.,
as the U.S. has increased its military activities in the South China Sea."

While the two nuclear-armed powers have many incentives to avoid a clash, the risk of
escalation is growing as the U.S. and its allies seek to push back against a more assertive
Beijing. The U.S. has in recent weeks carried out a series military exercises around the region
and approved a landmark fighter jet sale to Taiwan -- against the backdrop of a national election
President Donald Trump has attempted to focus on China.

The U.S. Navy’s recent exercises in the South China Sea have included joint operations by the
USS Nimitz and USS Ronald Reagan carrier strike groups last month and separate drills by the
Reagan this month. Those moves followed Secretary of State Michael Pompeo’s July 13
announcement clarifying U.S. legal opposition to Chinese claims over most of a vital shipping
lane, parts of which are also claimed by Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam.

The real risk is a U.S.-China conflict over Taiwan escalating to nuclear war, in part because the
DF-26 can be armed with both nuclear and conventional warheads, said Jeffrey Lewis, director
of the East Asia Nonproliferation Program at the Middlebury Institute of International Studies in
California.

“If the U.S. were to see DF-26 missiles mobilizing to strike U.S. aircraft carriers, the president
would have to order strikes against missile bases throughout all of China, not just coastal
areas," Lewis said. “The United States would likely be striking China’s nuclear forces. It would
be very hard to keep such a conflict limited."

China launched at least one other DF-26 missile in recent weeks, in what the Communist Party’s
Global Times newspaper characterized as a response to the U.S. carrier operations. The paper
had earlier touted its “carrier-killer" missiles on Twitter -- drawing a terse rebuttal from the U.S.
Navy, which noted that the warships were nonetheless “still there."

Although China has yet to prove the ability to sink a moving warship, the cost of losing a $10
billion aircraft carrier, the troops and hardware on board -- and all the American military prestige
they represent -- would be immeasurable. That threat is causing Pentagon planners to consider
less conspicuous ways of projecting force, with an internal Defense Department study
recommending reducing the country’s carrier fleet to nine from 11 now, Defense News reported
in April.

The PLA’s missile arsenal is among the many factors driving the U.S.’s shifting security posture
in Asia, with the Pentagon cycling B-1 bombers to and from Guam, where they’re more
vulnerable to attack. Concern about the threat also contributed to the U.S.’s decision to withdraw
from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty with Russia and seek three-way arms talks
with China.

Even before this week’s launches, China had quietly ramped up tests of ballistic missiles, in an
apparent attempt to gauge their operational capabilities. The country fired off in excess of 100
ballistic missiles last year, more than three times North Korea’s record tally, Kyodo News
reported in February, citing people familiar with the matter.

China possesses what former Pacific Commander Harry Harris has called “the largest and most
diverse missile force in the world," with scores of different weapons in development. The DF-
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21D can travel more than 1,500 kilometers (900 miles), while the DF-26 can deliver warheads
an estimated 4,000 kilometers, far enough to reach Guam.

There are “real questions" about whether China’s carrier-killers actually work, said Ankit Panda,
a Stanton senior fellow with the Nuclear Policy Program at the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace. The latest tests may provide the U.S. a chance to better understand their
performance.

“The People’s Liberation Army Rocket Force has a busy testing schedule and this was likely
operational training," Panda said. “But certainly it’ll be a reminder to folks in Washington that
China’s military continues to modernize and can deny access to the U.S. Navy in parts of the
Asia-Pacific."

This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text. Only
the headline has been changed.
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INDIA MUST LEVERAGE ITS MARKET TO FORCE
CHINA TO SETTLE BORDER ISSUE AMICABLY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

Writen by Meera Shankar and Ajay Shankar

After the loss of lives of Indian soldiers at Galwan, there have been calls for the boycott of
Chinese goods. Counter views have been expressed that the Indian economy is so dependent
on China that the costs of taking steps to stop imports would be disproportionately higher for
India as most manufacturing in India is dependent on global supply chains where China has a
leading role. But this is a fatalistic view. Our dependence can be reduced substantially if there is
a national will and resolve to do so.

In the ongoing talks with Beijing it seems that, apart from some token withdrawal, China may not
be willing to go back substantially from the areas they have occupied. While diplomatic efforts
continue to restore the status quo ante and military deployments have been strengthened to act
as a deterrent, the use of military power to get them to move back is a depleting option. So,
does India have to accept the status quo and wait for subsequent moves by China along the
unsettled border. Agreeing on maintaining peace and tranquillity on the border without
movement on a boundary agreement or clarification of the LAC as we have been doing over the
past three decades has left space for the Chinese to create border incidents which have now led
to casualties. So India needs to get China to seriously negotiate a mutually acceptable boundary
agreement.

The size of the Indian market and its potential in the coming years provides India considerable
leverage; a leverage we should be willing to use fully. But to use this leverage, Indians,
individual consumers as well as firms, have to accept that there would be a period of adjustment
in which they would have to pay higher prices. The bottom line that needs to become clear to
China has to be that without a mutually satisfactory border settlement and a permanent end to
these border incidents, it cannot be business as usual and the Indian market would start
shrinking for them. The Chinese have competitive advantage and are integral to global supply
chains. But whatever they sell is, and can be, made elsewhere in the world. In fact, most of what
we import from China was, is and can be made in India itself. With volumes and economies of
scale, the cost of production in India would decline as it did in China.

Opinion | Anxiety in China stems from the CPC’s insecurity

The initial focus should be on items which are still being made in India and where imports from
China have been increasing. If the RBI were to undo the real exchange rate appreciation, it
would be equivalent to an increase in import duties of about 10 per cent. Further, selective
imposition of China-specific safeguard duties and use of non-tariff trade barriers should be
enough in segments like electrical appliances to let Indian producers expand production and
increase market share. The government should also facilitate the flow of finances for expansion
and provide technical support for testing, improving quality and lowering costs of production. In
critical areas where we are dependent on China for inputs, such as Active Pharmaceutical
Ingredients, we need a vigorous approach to procure from elsewhere and have early production
in India. The government could provide support for environmental compliance to bring down
costs of production. This would create demand for domestic goods and services. The
deindustrialisation that trade with China has been causing would get reversed. It would help in
the recovery from the COVID-induced recession.

https://indianexpress.com/article/world/china-coronavirus-tracker-region-wise-cases-and-deaths/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/communist-party-of-china-beijing-foreign-policy-xi-jinping-6494952/
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Opinion | While seeking equilibrium with China, diplomatic adjustments through give-
and-take must be explored

Then there are strategic sectors where we should reduce vulnerability. Chinese FDI must be
subjected to national security scrutiny. The government has made some moves in this direction.
In telecom, the UK has just decided that new Chinese participation in 5G would not be permitted
and that by 2027 existing Chinese equipment should be phased out. India should take a similar
decision. In telecom and power grid management, there is vulnerability from hacking. This is
enhanced if the equipment supplier or systems provider would like to embed vulnerability. Fresh
participation by Chinese firms should not be permitted in these areas till there is an amicable
border settlement.

Subsequently, a view can be taken about phasing out existing Chinese equipment. Chinese
firms should not be allowed to participate in bids for all contracts by the central and state
governments and their agencies. For instance, the contract for supply of electricity meters in
J&K by a Chinese company has serious security implications and should be reversed.
Subcontracting to Chinese firms as well as procurement of Chinese equipment by way of
government procurement should not be permitted.

Then there are critical products like solar panels and grid storage batteries. In these areas,
private investment for manufacturing in India would be triggered by assured government
procurement at a commercially viable price with full value-addition in India for five years from
commencement of production. The bid process should provide for provision of land,
infrastructure and cheap electricity to lower the cost of production. Repeated bids would create a
competitive industrial structure. An early transition towards self-reliance would take place.

Also read | An Expert Explains: The PLA and its relationship with China’s Communist
Party

The somewhat intractable bit would be the electronic parts supply chain. Every device is likely to
have Chinese components. There has been some progress in the last few years in assembly
and value addition, especially of smart phones. The government has put in place incentives for
greater value addition and phased manufacturing in India. Chinese firms are major players in
this space. This need not be disturbed for the present. Chinese profitable investment in India
would highlight the importance of the size of the Indian market in the years to come and the
advantages of good relations based on a final settlement of the border. It also creates
vulnerabilities for the Chinese as the recent ban on apps and popular calls for boycott have
demonstrated.

A sustained and graded economic response to the recent Chinese conduct on the border is
needed. We should signal India’s firm resolve and willingness to bear the cost. China could
choose to settle the border amicably and have full access to our market. We could then work
together to make this the Asian century. Otherwise, we would still achieve our destiny, but
without them.

This article first appeared in the print edition on August 28, 2020 under the title ‘Taming the
dragon’. Meera Shankar was India’s Ambassador to the US and Germany; Ajay Shankar has
been secretary, Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-08-29

ARE BORDER DEVELOPMENT WORKS DRIVING INDIA-
CHINA CONFLICT?

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

The government is building roads and physical infra in border districts at a brisk pace. But social
infra in border areas is still lacking.

In 2006, the government of India asked the Border Roads Organisation (BRO) to lay down 61
roads, measuring 3,324 km, along its border with China by 2012. That date came and went. By
March 2015, only 625 km was done. Work crawled and unfinished roads persisted.

In March 2018, the figure crept up to 981 km. But the two years since 2018 have been
dramatically different. By March 2020, the figure on finished roads had shot up to 2,486 km, with
major gains in Jammu & Kashmir and Arunachal Pradesh, shows data culled from reports
presented in the parliament.

In the past few years, both India and China have been building—roads, bridges, tunnels,
posts—along their border, termed the Line of Actual Control (LAC). The fatal clashes between
the two militaries in Ladakh’s Galwan Valley in June was preceded by bouts of building on both
sides along the LAC.

For India, the LAC runs along 16 districts across one union territory (Ladakh) and four states
(Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh). Data compiled from multiple
sources shows India is adding various infrastructure and facilities in these 16 districts. The same
data also suggests that while such asset creation might be adding to India’s strategic capital, it is
not furthering its human capital the same way.

Given the mostly hilly terrain, roads are the starting point of much of this building activity, as they
enable movement of people and equipment. The above-mentioned Indo-China border roads
(ICBR) project is one such venture. It is intended to “facilitate effective border management,
security and development of infrastructure in inaccessible areas adjoining the China border".
After stuttering in its initial years, the ICBR project is now three-fourths in length, and is slated
for completion in 2022.

Another Central initiative with a border focus is the Border Area Development Programme
(BADP), under the ministry of home affairs. Launched during the seventh five-year plan (1985-
90), the BADP “aims to meet the special development needs of people living in remote and
inaccessible areas situated near the international border" and provide “essential infrastructure
through convergence of Central/state/BADP/local schemes and participatory approach".

At present, it covers 111 border districts in 16 states and 2 union territories. As per BADP
guidelines 2020, for 8 north-eastern states, 2 Himalayan states and the union territory of Jammu
& Kashmir, the Centre provides 90% of funding, with the states/UTs providing the balance 10%.
For Ladakh, the Centre’s share is 100%. For the remaining six border states (such as Punjab
and Rajasthan), the Centre-state funding breakup is 60:40.

In the first few years of the Union government led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, BADP
allocations rose, but have declined since then. For 2020-21, Arunachal Pradesh and the
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir each received 12% of the total 705 crore. Overall, the
2020-21 figure is 36% below the high of 2017-18.
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The per-district BADP allocation is modest. For example, the BADP action plan for 2019-20 of
Leh (Ladakh) shows it received 7.3 crore that year towards funding 130 ongoing projects worth
95 crore. Of this total project cost, 70% is for infrastructure projects (roads, vehicle bridges,
installation of hand pumps, etc). Agriculture accounts for 15%, while social sector schemes
including health and education account for about 10%.

The big spends come not from BADP, but from universal schemes and projects. Take the rural
roads programme, the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY). Between 2016 and 2020,
the 16 LAC districts have seen a cumulative addition of 9,494 km, an increase of 109%—more
than thrice the all-India increase of 32% during the same period. Nine of the 16 districts bettered
their state averages.

Unlike rural roads, time series data is not available for other infrastructure sectors. But some
pieces of evidence suggests improved activity in recent years. For example, data from the
department of economic affairs shows 57 hydel power units in public-private partnership mode in
the works in the nine LAC districts in Arunachal Pradesh, 3 in Chamoli in Uttarakhand and 2 in
North Sikkim.

In spite of such building activity, border districts don’t appear to offer their residents much by
way of opportunities. For example, between 2011 and 2016-17, 15 of these 16 districts
registered a decline in total students in schools. That extended to all 16 districts between 2016-
17 and 2018-19, shows data from the ministry of human resource development.

For Leh, and districts in Himachal and Sikkim, this can be partly explained by a drop in
population aged 5-17 years (school-going years) between 2001 and 2011, as per Census data.
But for Arunachal, the decline in school-going numbers comes in spite of a 20% increase in the
5-17 year population. In Arunachal, in 2018-19, only 47% students transited from secondary
school to senior secondary school, against the all-India figure of 68%. For other states in this
analysis, this figure ranged from 74% to 83%.

Similarly, data from the health ministry on government healthcare facilities shows a decline in
the number of facilities in 4 LAC districts and a status quo in 6 LAC districts between 2016-17
and 2019-20. India might be securing its borders, but the nature of engagement it is crafting with
the people there still leaves a lot to be desired.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-08-30

INDIA PULLS OUT OF KAVKAZ DUE TO CHINA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

India has withdrawn its participation in Kavkaz 2020 multinational exercise in Russia in
September due to the participation of Chinese troops.

“Russia and India are close and privileged strategic partners. At Russia’s invitation, India has
been participating in many international events. However, in view of the pandemic and
consequent difficulties in exercise, including arrangements of logistics, India has decided not to
send the contingent to Kavkaz 2020. The same has been informed to the Russian side,” a
Defence Ministry official said late on Saturday. Other reasons include participation of Chinese
troops and the Georgian breakaway regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia which have been
recognised only by Russia and a few other countries, sources said.

The invitees to Kavkaz 2020 strategic command-post exercise, also referred to as Caucasus-
2020, to be held in Astrakhan in Southern Russia from September 15 to 26 include Pakistan,
Turkey and other member-states of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO).

As reported by The Hindu on August 7, India had confirmed its participation and a tri-service
contingent consisting of 150 Army personnel and a small number of Navy and Air Force
personnel had been identified. “All planning has been completed, funds were allocated and the
personnel started practising for the exercise,” the source said.

In June, India and Chinese military contingents marched at the Victory Day Parade at the Red
Square in Moscow to mark the 75th anniversary of the World War II.
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XI JINPING CALLS FOR BUILDING ‘IMPREGNABLE
WALL’ FOR TIBET

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

China’s President Xi Jinping on Saturday outlined plans to “solidify border defence” and build an
“impregnable wall” to ensure the stability of Tibet.

Speaking at the Central Committee’s two-day central symposium on Tibet, the Party’s most
important policymaking event for the Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR), he called for “sinicising
Tibetan Buddhism” and deepening the government’s “patriotic education” initiatives to combat
separatism. His remarks in Beijing also underlined the need to “solidify border defence”, but did
not specifically mention the ongoing tensions along the Line of Actual Control (LAC). Earlier this
month, China’s Foreign Minister and State Councillor Wang Yi made a rare visit to inspect
“border infrastructure” in Tibet, which Chinese media has linked to the recent tensions.

Mr. Xi called for “efforts to ensure national security and enduring peace and stability, steadily
improve people’s lives, maintain a good environment, solidify border defence and ensure frontier
security,” state media reported.

‘Patriotic education’

Mr. Xi also highlighted the need for “maintaining the unity of the motherland and strengthening
national unity as the focus” of the Party’s work in Tibet, and outlined a number of initiatives to
expand what the Party calls “patriotic education”.

“It is necessary to strengthen the education and guidance of the masses, extensively mobilise
the masses to participate in the struggle against separatism, and form an impregnable wall for
maintaining stability,” he said. “Ideological and political education” will be strengthened in
schools at all levels, with the idea, Mr. Xi said, of “burying the seeds of loving China in the
depths of the hearts of every youth”. He called on officials to “actively guide Tibetan Buddhism”
and “promote” its “sinicisation”.

The initiatives are part of wider moves by the Communist Party to strengthen what it calls
ideological discipline.

In Tibet, “anti-gang” campaigns by the authorities, ostensibly aimed at law and order, have
further reduced the space for “dissenting views”, a Human Rights Watch report said in May.

Under the campaign, courts in Tibet have used “gang crime” charges to sentence at least 51
Tibetans to up to nine years in prison since 2018, the report said, including for “protesting issues
related to religion, environmental protection, land rights, and official corruption”, all of which have
been labelled as crimes related to what the party calls “splittism”.
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